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TO THE 



KING S MAJESTY 



SiKE, 

AS the present republication exhibits an 
illustrious Ancestor of your Majesty, to whom 
the British nation owes its completed Emanci- 
pation from Papal Despotism both temporal and 
spiritual, vindicated from the calumnies of Ro- 
manists by Romanists of less prostrate intellect 
and conscience themselves — ^and SiS your Ma- 
jesty inherits, not only the throne, but the 
honoured name likewise, of another Royal 
Predecessor, William Henry the Third, a 
Prince, upon whom the Supreme Sovereign 
conferred the singular privilege of rescuing the 
nation from the re-imposition by the infatuated 
James the Second, of the enslaving yoke which 
she had shaken from her neck and trodden 
under her feet; and, of founding, in the memo- 
rable year of our Lord, One Thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty eight, a Constitution, which, 
to the lamented year of its infraction, One 
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PREF A C E . 



Should we suppose the volume of the New Cove- 
nant Scriptures, (in which the fate of the Old, for 
evidence, is included,) to have fallen from a cloud on 
an island of harharians, possessing, however, and gram- 
matically undei-standing, some language, in which 
'language, the contents of the volume should, for the 
main, he made intelligihle ; the acquaintance which 
that volume discovers with the secret nature and ope- 
rations of the human heart, independently of the proof 
arising from a trial of the mode therein prescrihed for 
the eviction of its truth, and the successful result of that 
trial, would be sufficient to convince the natural ration- 
ality even of the lowest tutored mind, that the volume 
must, in its origin, be super- hmnan, and on the assump- 
tion of the slightest conception of divinity, divine. 
Rationals, even of this measure, would be capable of 
receiving the religion described and inculcated in it, 
and so far justifiable in that reception, as to be inex- 
cusable if they received it not. This, however, is In- 
ternal Evidence, and therefore not of the kind most 
exactly suited to the subject under present view, which 
is a question of fact ; although capable of being added 
to it, and when so added of mdispensable moment and 
value. It may likewise be observed with respect to 
External Evidence, that, in order, it is naturally prior, 
and is generally so in fact. 

B 



vi. Preface. 

Assumuig^ then, (torn histoiy the simple fact, that 
tBere exists a sufficient chain of legitimate infonnation, 
quite distinct from tradition in its modem sense, since 
it might he exclusively and yet effectually supplied hy 
adversaiies to the result which it estahlishe<(, that the 
volume in question is a genuine production of its osten- 
sible authors, and supposing, that the historic space 
intervening between the present time and the age of the 
document were otherwise a perfect blank — a bottomless 
and unoccupied chasm, save the narrow intellectual 
line connecting the opposite extreme points — all which 
is essential would remain to satisfy the inquirer, that 
Christianity, as professed by the whole body of 
Protestant Christians, is the genuine religion of Jesus 
Christ. We have supposed the intervening space 
imoccupied; but now letting in the whole and the real 
fact, whatever might be, the additional events known 
or unknown, by which the space were filled up, they 
could never annul or materially interfere with the con- 
clusion, which has been previously and adequately esta- 
blished, in perfect independence of them. 

Whatever therefore may have been the transactions 
and vicissitudes, through which the Christian Records 
with their evidence have travelled into the possession 
of the present generation of professing Protestants, 
those Records and that evidence are completely imaf- 
fected and undisturbed by them. We may admit without 
any real sacrifice, that the patrons and agents in our 
emancipation from the Italian domination and spiritual 
corruption were, for character, the foulest, and for 
motive, the most unprincipled or interested, that ever 
disgi-aced the human name. The position is imtouch- 
ed, that we have and profess, the religion of the gos- 
pel, 9s it was promulgated by its author and its first 



Preface. vii. 

lieralds. Our Sovereigns, our Heniy, our Edward, 
our Elizabeth, may have been all that calumny has 
invented : but if the incidents which they were the 
instruments of producing have brought, or restored, 
to us, the intelligence which we possess, that intelli- 
gence, of whatever quality it may be, (and not the 
worse for being the better,) is still unaltered, by what- 
ever ministering events, we find ourselves in possession 
and enjoyment of the benefit. 

But although not necessary to the Christian or Pro- 
testant cause, it is still a debt of justice to the partakers 
of our nature, and if we acknowledge them as benefac- 
tors it is likewise, or ought to be, a gratification, to 
vindicate their character when calumniated to the best 
of our ability, and by all fair exertion to clear away 
the defilement which the slanderer has depodted upon 
their memory. But although by no means in want of 
it, we do not disdain the assistant advantage which the 
fair or exculpated character of our friends and benefac- 
tors may give to the simple evidence of a righteous 
cause. 

With the vindication of Henry VIII. we, as Protes- 
tants, have very inferior concern. Our opponents, 
with whom he, as little as ourselves, is a favourite, 
would gladly impose upon us the necessity and task of 
his defence. And in one respect — ^his efifectual renuu- 
x^iation of the usurped authority of the papal see and its 
bishop, that which constitutes his main, if not only, 
ofifence in the eyes of the Romanist — ^we do, and always 
will, defend him. For the rest he is more their cli- 
ent than ours. The pious and single minded Edward 
needs not the semblance oi an apology : his enemies 
themselves feel a natmal shame to appear as such. 



viii. Preface. 

After the most holy Mary — sancttssima famina 
Maria with Sanders, (and it is well she is not con- 
founded in adoration with the hlessed Virgin) — a sove- 
reign ascended to the throne of England, of her sex 
and of our religion, who lived and ruled long and 
effectually enough to rouse and sustain the most infu- 
riate assaults which could be put in execution by an 
enemy, goaded by a sense of lost empire and determi- 
ned upon recovering it, reckless of the means, howevei' 
iniquitous, and however barbarous. 

But it is not from natiural and open enemies alone, 
from a Sanders of the sixteenth, or a Lingard of the 
nineteenth century, that the character of the Mi-gin 
Queen has suffered violence. She has encountered 
treatment very different from what was due, from her 
nominal friends , and the ignorant and lukewarm,, the 
interested and perfidious, the libertinized and apostate, 
or (to speak most indulgently) the weak and deluded, 
among professed protestants, have by an affected and 
insidious candour in either feebly opposing or directly 
admitting the charges against her, more effectually 
assisted and promoted the substantial slander than could 
well have been done by those, whose animosity and 
defect of credit were notorious. 

Now, for the complete vindication of this much in- 
jured princess from the main, if not precisely every 
particular, of her alleged offences, especially her con- 
duct in respect of severity towards her papal subjects, 
it would be abundantly sufficient to refer any impai'tial 
reader to Lord Burleigh's Execution of Justice ;* 



• This has beeti reprinted, not onlj in Gibson's PreaenmHve, 
but in the JJarieian MitoeUunff likewise. Vol. ii, . 



Preface. ix. 

* - 

to the generally received history of Europe at the time, 
particularly to the Life,* and Lettersf of Pius V.; and 
for a modem historian, to Sharon Turner, who, by 
travelling even out of the country to the real sources of 



* We have three lives of this Pontiff in three different lan- 
guages, from each of which Sharon Turner has plentifully 
gleaned. No life deserves better being given in an English 
idiom. Pius has many and strong claims to remembrance in 
Britain as well as in other Countries. 

f These, as first published in a body, (for several of them 
were published before in Catena's Life of Pim^ V,) are a 
most important treasury of some cardinal portions of English 
history. Gocbau gave them in a volume published at Antwerp 
in 1640. He was a true papi&t and meant no injury to the 
apostolic see. De Potter has made a valuable selection from 
them ; but his attention not being primarily attracted to Eng- 
land, he has omitted some of the more striking Letters, which 
refer to the turbulent history of our Country in the reign of 
Elizabeth, particularly the letter to the Earls of Northui|iber- 
land and Westmorland, pp. 290, and seq. dated Feb. 20, 1570, 
where the Queen's government is referred to as Regnimi istud 
ex turpissima muliebris libidinis servitude ereptum — and again, 
impotentis feminae cupiditati &c The correspondence with 
the Queen of Scots is not the least instructive. See pp. 21, fcc; 
263, &c; 365, &c; 367, &e. being a Letter of hers; besides 
a letter to the King of Spain, Philip IL 302, &c and another 
most important one as respects our nation, and in which the 
Queen of Scots is called the legUitnate Queen — ^legitime ipsis 
imperantis, — to the Queen mother of France, Catherine, pp 
427, &c Shaaon Turner did well in appealing to this evi- 
dence; and it is to be regretted that he obtained it only 
through Be Potter's translation and selection. Br. Linoard 
will likewise do well, dther not to read these Letters, or not to 
let it be known that he has. If Br. Allen had failed to con- 
vince him of the premedUaiion of the St Bartholomew, he 
could not resist this oorroborating evidence of the fact 



X. Prepacr 

what was transactuig in it, has produced a more rati- 
onal and just account of the reign of Elizabeth than ever 
appeared before in our language. But some of these, 
we Bxlmit, are testimonieii of Protestants and parties. 

It would be plainly desirable, if to be attained, to 
produce a testimony, if not more credible, yet less sus- 
picious and exceptionable — one, wbicb our oppoiienis 
must acknowledge not to be our own, one which tbey 
must acknowledge to be really theirs, and exempt from 
all reasonable objection. This we confidently present 
in the publication now offered, being that, not on!^ of 
a Homan Catholic, a secular Priest, and contemporary 
with the transactions which he details, a man moreover 
of character unimpeachable, but likewise of the 
iJODV, in whose name he writes and who gfve their 
iiuited sanction to his representation, as their own so- 
lemn and deliberate act. 

With an inbecillity hardly conceivable, if any thing 
cowld create surprise during the brain fever of the nation 
for some years past, a comparison has been instituted 
between the persecutions of Mary, and those (as tbey 
are called] of Elizabeth; as if the account on that scoi-e 
were pretty nearly balanced between them. But with- 
out insisting upon the palpable and deciding difference 
between the one, which were really and professedly lor 
religion, and the other which were really and profes- 
sidh lur li-L-iisoii and rebellion, is it notbing in tlie 
comparisou, thftt WfftWiffliy ' nearly ten limes a: 
ua the oikw ^ fl 
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Preface. xL 

But all questions of this nature are at once and 
inost satisfactorily set at rest by reference to the tes- 
timony of a witness^ competent^ if ever there was one, 
to decide the matter ; and such a witness we engage to 
produce in the pei-son of William Watson, author 
of the production now about to be republished partly 
for the third and partly for the fourth time. We are 
quite willing to abide by the verdict, which any thing 
like justice will deliver, after hearing and weighing 
the evidence of this deponent, upon the question of 
cruelty^ or vnmcessary and unjust severity, in the- 
laws and proceedings of Elizabeth and her govern- 
ment towards her subjects professing the religion of 
the Bishop of Rome. And it deserves to be carefully 



collection of materials, are o( great value ; but, as such, contain 
of course, together with what is of general and evident impor- 
tance, a quantity of matter which is only contingently so. As 
being likewise the last work of the laborious and deserving au- 
thor it partakes of the infirmity of age, particularly in the 
latter portion. Strype seems likewise not to have been suffici- 
ently aware of, or attentive to, the accredited falsifications of pa- 
pal writers respecting the events of this period, especially those 
which affect the matter in controversy between the two churches, 
and the fact of persecution. No task indeed is more difficult 
than to confute dead lies — to demolish direct, and gratuitous 
falsehood. And yet there is, perhaps by an overruling and 
truth-loving providence, a fatality attending the violation of 
truth which frequently and unexpectedly produces its detection. 
The information accessible in this department, and particularly 
in the mon; positive and direct one of the actual progress of 
reformed Christianity, deserves to be put in a regular, compact, 
and complete- form ; and for the accomplishment of such a work 
the public can look to no one with so much confidence as to the 
living and able, as well as impartial, historian of the R^farma- 
tion of the Chv/fch o/Englandy the Rev. Henrt Soamjes. 



xii. Preface, 

observed, that the present publicaticn was originally 
made at nearly the end of Her Majesty's reign — 1601 
-^-commanding therefore, within two years, the whole 
retrospect of that lengthened period. 

Of this author the fullest and most authentic ac- 
count is to Ve found in the ecclesiastic historian of 
his own communion, Charles Dodd, in his Church 
History of England, &c. Brussels, 1739, vol. ii. 
pp. 379, 380.* 

William Watson, we learn from this source, was 
bom in Durham, educated in the English College 
at Rheims, where he received minor oi-ders, and 
afterwards, in 1586, was ordained priest and sent on 
the mission. He was active and laborious, and was 
sent to the Scottish king to induce him to be favour- 
able to his Roman Catholic subjects, if he should 
ascend the English throne. He was accused as being 
a party in Sir Walter Raleigh's mysterious plot, on 
the success of which he was to be Lord Chancellor, 
and was condemned and executed in 1603. Dodd 
mentions the report, that he was inveigled into the 
plot by the Jesuits in order to get rid of, and we may 
add, revenge themselves of, a troublesome adversary ; 
and without any good reason, is pleased to doubt itf 



* Seeaocoant of Dodd in BxmiNOTOM's DecUme and Fall 
i^the Raman CaikolieReUtfum mEngUmdy &c ed. 1813, pp. 
vm.-xit of Prefmce. Kxnnxt, in his FmeU mid DocumemiSy 
says his rod name was Tootkll — he does not add hpon what 
authority. 

f In Stow's Ammk continQed bj Howbs to A. D. I5I4, 
IxMidon, 1615, page 831, eoL 1, there is the following aoooimt 
of W. Watson's and Clarke's execation, under the year 1608. 

«*The S9 of November, Watson and ClarlLe, priests, were 



^ 



Preface. xiii. 

The historian then enumerates four of his writings,— 
the first the Important Considerations, improperly 
calling it 8vo. — ^The third is A Decacordon of Quod- 
libetical Questions, of which we shall have more to 
say. The fourth was never published : his prematui'e 



executed at Winchester. Watson first acknowledged his 
offence, secondly, asked mercy of the King and State, desiring 
God tx> prosper both in peace and amity. Thirdly, he was 
sorry he had drawn so many into that action, wishing he had 
so many bodies as might satisfy the King's Majesty for all 
that had conspired, and were in durance, and likely to suffer 
for that action. Fourthly, he forgave and desired to be for- 
given of all, namely that the Jesuits would forgive him, if he 
had written over eagerly against them, saying also it was occa- 
sioned by them, whom he forgave^ if they had cunningly and 
covertly drawn him into tlie action for which he suffered ; he 
desired all to witness, that he died a true Catholic, and all 
true Roman Catholics to pray for him. Clarke in little dif- 
fered from Watson, only he seemed not engaged in the action 
80 much, he was drawn in by Watson : he said he had written 
a dialogue between a Gentleman and a Scholar, concerning 
the obedience and loyalty of subjects towards their King, and 
did therefore mention the book, lest haply if it were after 
printed, it might not be thought to have been written by him. 
His death was with more penitency and constancy than 
Watson's was. He confessed he relied only on the mercies 
of God, not his own merits, desiring all Christian Catholics, 
and all which were in the Unity of the church, to pray for him. 
Then both acknowledged, that they suffered the judge- 
ment of death, not for their religion or Junction of priesthood, 
hut for their treasonable act; which the judges by the laws, 
whose wisdoms they rather commended than would blame, 
had censured for treason, though their intents and hearts to 
God were clear in that point ; only Clarke said he knew not 
the certainty, yet he thought his priesthood at least by acci- 
dence had hastened his execution," 



xiv. Preface* 

death probably prerented* as be bad mentioned it in 
tbe Decacordon publisbed but tbe year before. 

Of tbe existence and genuineness of the Important 
CanHderaiions no doubt for a moment can be enter- 
tained. Mr. Berinoton, likewise a Romanist> and 
priest^ although not in the sweetest odour with his 
own communion, has made more references than one 
to it in his Decline and Fall of the Raman Catholic 
Religion in England.* The work has been fre- 
quently cited by Protestants, particularly and largdy 
by Stillinofleet, in his Answer to Cressy, towards 
the end. 

A copy, indeed, of the original edition is still among 
the literary treasures of the British Museum, in Lon- 
don ; and with it the edition now presented to the pub- 
lic has been carefully collated by a gentleman perfectly 
qualified for the undertaking. The reprints are for 
substance sufficiently correct as I had anticipated. 
This is of some importance to be ascertained ; as it is 
an additional proof, if any were needed, of Protestant 
fidelity. But of the present edition the editor will ven- 
ture to affiim, that it accords verbatim with the original 
and in the proper names literatim even to the mis- 
takes. The copy in the British Museum is in a vo- 
lume of Tracts marked *° w**'* and occura in the 
Catalogue of printed books, under the head Jesu So- 
cietas, at the date 1601. It consists of a prefatory 
Epistle and the main work,^of which the full title, being 
a substantial facsimile, will be given in the proper 
place. It is in 4to : the Epistle, in Italics, occupies 
21 pages, the Considerations 43. 

• See pp. 30 and 36. 



PrE^ACIU XV. 

The Epistle was reprinted separately iu 1689 in 4to, 
appended to a Brief Historical Account of the Be- 
haviour of the Jesuits and their Faction, for the first 
Twenty five years of Queen Elizabeths Reign, With 
an Epistle of W. Watson a Secular Priest. There 
\n a complaint in that Tract that the Considerations 
had heen twice reprinted without this Epistle. It is 
likewise reprinted in Bp. Gibson's Illd. Volume of 
his Preservative against Popery,^ who nas unaccoun- 
tahly omitted adding^ or giving elsewhere the Const- 
derations^ although he has inserted the Execution of 
Justice, The Considerations had heen twice reprinted^ 
in 1677^ and in 1688^ hoth in 4to^ in ^ Collection 
of several Treatises concerning Sfc, the Penal Laws, 
viz, 

L The Execution of Justice, ifc. 

If, Important Considerations, ^c, 

III. The Jesuits Reasons unreasonable. 

It was partially reprinted in the Protestant 
Guardian for 1829. The Considerations with the 
Epistle prefixed are now reprinted together for the 
first time. 

The hare possibility of any remaining doubt res- 
pecting the identity of the author is utterly precluded 
by another work of the same author^ to which his name 
is formally subscribed. But in order to afford the most 
complete satisfaction upon a point of some importance 
I will give, in some detail, references decisive of the 
fact in the Decacordon of Ten Quodlibeticall Questions 



* In the new edition meditated of this Taluable and almost 
necessary eoUection, to which I wish every success, the Con$i. 
deratiofu ought certainly to find a place. 



xvL Prefac^e. 

concerning Religion and State, 1602^ in the last page 
of which the author avows himself as, "William 
Watson, secular priest." At p. 276 he sets himself 
to affinn, with some amplification, that great as the 
sufferings of his own communion, under Elizaheth, 
were, the cause was so extraordinary and provoking, 
that it was rather to he wondered at that a single 
Catholic was lefl alive in England; and that Her 
Majesty's laws and proceedings against them were 
hoth mild and merciful — ^hut he checks himself, refer- 
ring the reader to a treatise '' entituled Important 
Coimderations, &c. whereunto" (he says) "I have 
prefixed an Epistle." At pp. 334, 5, the beginning 
of the Tenth and last Quodlibet, he again adverts at 
length to the same work, both parts of it, intimating 
that from the signature to the Epistle, W. W. it 
would generally be ascribed to him ; and asserting 
his deliberate approbation of what he had wiitten in 
the Epistle in particular. At pp. 342, &c. he returns 
to the same subject, and strongly, as well as indig- 
nantly, repels the chai^ of heresy : he then details 
the contents oi the book in such a manner as neces- 
sarily to identify it with the work now reprinted. 
P. 353 repeats the fundamental position of the Con- 
siderations, and 354 particularly asserts, that the work 
belongs to the priests in whose names it is set out 
** in respect of the matter whereupon aU our company 
do agree and confirm it as true,'' *' but not in regard 
of the accidental form and outward phrase of speech 
which is directly mine in the said Epistles** — I pre- 
sume, calling them both Epistles : but there can be 
no doubt of the meaning. And indeed a great port 
of the particular arguments and statements, as well 



Preface. xvii 

as the main one, of the Considerations, might be 
supplied from analogous and almost identical passages 
in the Decacordon.* 

It is of high importance, and an importance which 
will perhaps sooner than is expected be deeply felt, 
to perpetuate such documents as the present. The 
Considerations now exist for the most part only in 
reprints — ^pamphlets, which are daily disappearing, 
and which, — I speak with deliberation — if the re- 
maining copies were to come into hands which might 
be indicated, their complete and irrecoverable dis- 
appearance would, I doubt not, be secured by their 
destruction. The Editor of the Repiint, in 1677, 
writes, in his Preface, of the original Edition, that 
it ** hath been so much concealed, or bought up b}'^ 
those of that Religion" (the Romish) "that it hath 
been heard of by few, and seen by fewer Protes- 
tants."f 



* This proof is corroborated by the counter- reference which 
the reader will find in the Epistle to the Quodlibets as then in 
preparation by the same writer. 

t In the fourth edition of John 6ee*s Foot oitt of the snare, 
at p. 52, the author observes, that ^* the most of these books" 
(against Popery) "which were formerly printed, were bought 
up by Papists, who fno question) took so much delight in 
reading them, that " they burned as many as they could possibly 
yet of them.*' He affixes a marginal note^ — "I think they do so 
with this book of mine : for, the first three impressions^ consist- 
it^ of 4500 are vanished in a month or little more, and now I 
sweat under the press again.*' If I add the remainder of the 
title the reader will not be surprised — with a Detection of the 
Sundry late Practices and Impostures of lite Priests aud Jesuits 
in England, Whereunto is added a Catalogue of—Popisfi 

C 



xriiL Pbeface. 

The ran lu» not »faoiie upon Britain as in times 
past. There are black and ominous clouds, which 
olistnict his beams. There has been gathermg and 
thickening for some years past a noxtons exhalation^ 
impregnated with a poison which has infected the 
whole moral atni05phere — a mai-aria, not unlike that 
which is the eminent property of a foreign city, dif- 
fusing in all directions disease and death. To speak 
without figure, there has arisen within the remem- 
brance of the middle-aged among ns a mass of hos- 
tility against the Protestantism, (that is, the only true 
Christianity,) in the kingdom, which has gradually 
and perhaps unconsciously, but naturally, incorpo- 
rated itself into a regidar, systematic and organized 
conspiracy. I'his conspiracy is indeed principally 
com[)08cd of the natural and declared enemies of the 
Cliristian faith: but perhaps its principal strength, 
because its principal deception, consists in the se- 
duction to its ranks of those who ought to be found 
in tlio opposite. In consequence, however, of this 
unnatural confederacy, an anti-christian band has been 
embodied, comprising all the various grades of cor- 



Booket lately dliperaed in our Kingdome — the PrinterSf Binders, 
Sullen and dispersers qf such Booket — Romish Priests and 
Jesuits resident about London — Popish Physicians practising 
about lA>tidon, The author speaks of his own Fall and 
Rcoovaiy very feelingly, penitently, and christianly, particu- 
larly in his Sermon entitled Hold Fasty 1624. How is it, that 
the three works of this original and able, though rather eccen- 
trio writer, are still ro scarce ? I believe the true cause is given 
above. It is a part of the Literary Policy t^f the Church of 
Home, A. Woou*8 notice of this writer is, like many of his 
artioloS) grossly prejudiced and misleading* 
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TQpted religion, no reHgion, weak religion^ and-reli- 
giou — united, however, in &ti iinremittitig, persevering, 
and either violent or insidious, eifoit ibr the injury or 
destruetion of the Protestant form of Christianity in 
the British empire. Each division has its appointed, 
well imderstood, position and duty: each has its 
appropriate object of attack. The atheist and the 
deist ; the member whether of the RomaUj or of the 
Polish church ; the false and perfidious Protestant ; 
the Uberali&t or the sentimentalist ; the indifferent m- 
the disciple of expediency, — ^provided each in hia 
station annoy and discomfit the common enemy, ^e 
Christian — accomplish all that they desire^ and are 
perfectly contented with each other. In the spiritual 
campaign of 1829 the confederates obtained an important 
victory; but it was a victory which proved to be a defeat. 
They lost what was the sole bait to the iniquity — the 
temporal advantage. Bright visions were seen in the ho- 
rizon by profound statesmen — The regeneration of Ire- 
land — Jlie most valuable benefit bestowed for the last 
centtary — J^ot only England biU Europe would be 
bmnefiied by it^^M>iyious discord no more — Train 
of blessings — Felicitotts prospects — &c. &c. The 
kte excellent and lamented Archbishop of Dubhn 
expressed a different view, when he answered the 
Lords, Commissioners, in 1825, " I doubt whether 
the Quiet of Ireland would be secured a year by it ; 
I am sure, at all events^ not many,"* 

T _■ ■ ■ ■ 1 - - Mill- J "^~ ' ■ I ^^__^_^^___^,^,^_J^., 

> Witho»ut claiming perfection for this estimable individual, 
it m\\ be acknowledged by all, except bis more nataral enemies 
in particular, who have illustrated thf ir charity by strewing 
their maledictions upon bis coffin, that his telents, piety, and 
vi^nr eminently fitted faim for the faif h and aidnous duties 
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I gladly avail myself of the recorded opinion of an 
eminent Protestant and Dissenter on this subject, 
who, mentioning the " Catholic Emancipation Bill/' 
adds> *' as it is caUed by some, but for what reason 
no mortal can tell ; when by the breaking in of the 
Constitution, and the admission of members of the 
church of Rome to all offices whatever of political 



of the archiepiscopate. His successor may console himself, 
as he is ahle, with a nomination, to which, in its present hands, 
nothing could so effectually recommend him as conaderahle 
disqualification for the post, or, in other words, subserviency 
to the secular, but mistaken, policy of laying the neck of 
Protestantism under the foot of Popery, in Ireland. Dr. 
Whately is not destitute of erudition, although his work on 
Romanism discovers a recent and imperfect acquaintance with 
the sulgect He is a disciple of the Oriel school both of 
logic and theology — a school, which by its superfluous dis- 
tinctions and qualifications, together with a certain foggy 
verbiage, produces ultimately something between the sus- 
pense of the Academy and the flexibility of the Ignatian code. 
It may indeed not inaptly be assimilated to the stock of the 
Samian letter including in its substance the rudiments of both 
the branches into which it is to divide itself in its future 
growth. It is the portion classically described by the Satirist 
as the tier ambigmum ; and as long as the traveUer remains 
in it, it is optional with him to adopt either the right or the 
left hand course, as any particular motive may dictate. The 
present Bishop of Lulndaff, before his elevation, seasonably 
availed himself of these advantages in his F\fih o/Noirmher 
Serwumj which effectually defies all decisive conclusion. It 
would be unreasonable to expect any thing eminently novel 
or definite in a Discourse on Neetniiy, Mr. Davison would 
still have continued himself and his readers in the Oriel 
mist on a highly important subject, had not the opaque 
vapour been opportunely dispersed by a yetenm in nsefdl 
Gootroversy, (Mr. FabbbJ who has performed the same 



power," &c. " And oh ! by what perjury— by what 
glaring dereliction of prineiple — ^by what mean spi- 
rited tei'giversation — and by what iniidel impiety, was^ 
this fatal Bill introduced ! And what have been the 
effects of this healing measure P Is Ireland pacified?'* 
&c.* No: no: the whole was a perfect and egre- 
gious failure, as it deseiTed to be^ and as was aati- 



ness for the Christian Duty — ^to wit, the duty of Protestants 
to pat into the hands of Papists a sword to slay them. The 
respectable Master of one of our great national seminaries of 
education, and whose mind has, of course, been in more 
habitual comparison of itself with that of inferiors, has al- 
lowed himself to speak of the literary attainments of his 
clerical brethren in less measured terms than could well be 
palliated by any other consideration. The apology, however 
is not complete ; for it is not exacted oftfiem, as it was formerly 
by Roman, and perhaps is now by British, rigour, of the 
public instructor of youth, 

Ut legat histonas, auctores novevit omnes 

Tanqoiim uugues digitosque suos.— — — Jvv. Sat. vii. 

It was scarcely decorousy or eve/ot prudent, to brandish the 
(exvAe of paedagogic terror over the heads of those, who, as Mr 
Pantin may have taught him, are ftble to do more thaa deftjnd 
themselves ; and Dr. Abnold ha» to learn, if he knew it not 
before, that something more is necessary to a successful elu- 
cidation of the subject which he has seleeted for the display of 
hi» erudition or dogmatism, than to have a modont Conati- 
tiUioml History of England at his fingers* ends. 

• See Thorpb*8 Ik^inies of the BriU^ Empire, &jc. pp. 
68, 69k I transcribe fVom this- author another passage-— 
** Where is the holy zeal that glowed with such intense ar- 
dour in the bosoms of our Crann^rs, Latimers, Hoopers, and 
Bradfords, amidst the flames of Smithfieldf And where is 
the tender aflfec^u, with which a grateinl nation once cbe • 
rished the memory oP those martyred heroes, to whom she 
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cipated by every individual of plain and unsophisti- 
cated understanding. The best defence by the friends 
of the imhallowed measure would have been silence. 



owes her civil and her religious liberties !" p. 125. I honour 
not only the soimd Protestant principle, but more espe- 
cially the Christian fortitude, which, in the midst of so much 
unfaithfulness, from which his own peculiar communion is far 
from being exempt, has not shrunk from declaring the honest 
and well-founded conviction of his own judgement. Our 
dissenting brethren would acquire more credit for real libe- 
rality, if they more generally followed this example. Their 
present clamours in favour of liberality do not impose upon 
us as being disinterested. 

On the same subject Richard Baxter had far sounder 
views than many of his admirers, whether of the national 
or dissenting church, have been pleased to enounce. A re- 
markable passage to this effect I transcribed from his Key for 
Catholics in my work on the Papal Indexes, I now transcribe 
another from an equally able work of that great man, TTie 
Sqfe Religion, &c. for the Reformed Catholic Religion (tgainst 
Popery f 1657. It occurs in the unpaged dedication — To the 
Literate Romanists that will read this Book ,* and it is gra- 
phically applicable to the present times. The author, after 
deprecating any intention more hostile towards the individuals 
addressed than restraint from open iniquity and seduction of 
the simple, proceeds—*' I have some invitation to make this 
profession by the usage of a Justice of peace of this Coimty, 
who was so far your friend as to censure me and others for a 
late Gratnladon, and Petition to his Highness the Lord Pro- 
tector, subscribed by many Justices, and by the Grand Jury, 
and thousands of the County ; and to censure the said petition 
to be of a cruel and bloody complexion ; inserting, to your 
honour and the reproach of the Reformed Churches, a \'indi- 
cation of your Religion from the guilt of the Powder-plot and 
Spanish invasion, and other foreign bloody acts, and chai^ging 
as much on the Reformed as can be charged on joU) accor- 
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if not honest acknowledgement of error. But no 
— "how much worse would it have been if the 
measure had not been carried !" This is safey be- 
cause the result of a supposed event which has not 



ding to the History, called The Image of both Churches. And 
what was the bloody petition of this County 1 Why ! when 
you had murdered, and banished, and starved such a mul- 
titude of the poor Protestants in Savoy, and we were assured 
of it by a Narrative from the Lord Protector himself, inviting 
us to contribute to relieve the remnant, — ^in the sense of 
your continued bloody dealings and of the sad case of those 
poor people, and the favour of his highness towards them, we 
returned him thankful acknowledgement of his care, and 
added our desires, to use the most eflfectual means to hinder 
the growth of so bloody a doctrine, lest it should reach our- 
selves at last; yet adding, that we desired no rigour as to 
your persons : bat craved the promoting of the Reformed Reli- 
gion, and of unity amongst ourselves as the means of our pre- 
servation. The world is come to a fair pass : when our brethren 
are murdered by thousands, we are bloody for mentioning it 
and blaming you for it, and desiring ourselves to be preserved 
from your doctrine and rage, so as without any rigour to your 
persons. Alas poor Protestants ! When your throats are 
cut by the merciful Papists, you are cruel and bloody for 
saying so : when they have killed one half the other half is 
bloody if they desire to escape. By my good will I will never 
come to the bench for justice where this gentleman hath 
power ; for, if I accuse a thief for robbing us, or a murderer 
for murdering twenty of my friends, 1 may, on these terms, 
expect to be accounted cruel for complaining. Yea, though 
I add — I pray Sir, spare the person of the murderer : only 
do your best to prevent the death of the rest of my friends— 
I may look to be told, it is a bloody request." 

Should this little volume meet the eye of Mr. Acland, he 
will be gratified with the reference in this passage to a cause 
which he has so zeaJously and ably advocated. 
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taken place can never be ascertained : but it is for 
that very reason so utterly dinngenttous and irrelevant, 
that the only wonder \%, that it should ever ha^*e been 
hazarded by a person of common conscience or even 
of common sense. To individuals amusing them- 
selves and those who look up to them in this manner, 
we might turn and ask — how came you by the por- 
tion of omniscience which you assume, to know, that, 
if one certain coui-se of events had not taken place, 
another certain coiu^e would P Where is your pa- 
tent P where your qualiiioatioB P 

But there is S4>mething worse than failure in the 
anti-Protestimt project; as the whole coarse of na- 
tional events has since demonstrated. All the na- 
tural consequences have followed. Every iniquity 
has felt its accession of strength. Our houses oi 
Parliament have taken courage to treat the Gi*eat 
Celestial Ruler as if he had no existence — the last 
speech trom the throne not only, as an indulgent apo- 
logist suggested, being "without a religious turn/' 
but having in it, contrary to established usage, n9 
religious reference at alL-i^ And it is now a public 
and unconcealed fact, that he, who, in Hkfii Senato of 
a Protestant country, shall dare openly to advocate, 
or even declare, the principles of the national reKgion, 
must prepare himself for every practicable discou- 
ragement and interruption. Even religions publica- 



« The two preceding speecbesy indeed, dietated by the 
istry which papaHzed the OQBStitutioa, contained, to the hest 
of my remembrance, only an ambiguous^ if any, allusion to 
Providence : but there was a death-like simplicity of omission 
in the last, which ohilk the vevy sooi 
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tions have prostituted themselves to an alliance with 
the anti-Protestant and in*eligious faction ; and, in 
subserviency to its wishes or dictates, have employed 
the juvenile and flippant dialectics of the sophistry 
in which they have graduated, in the attempt — and 
happily it can be no more than the attempt — to viUfy 
and nm down characters which it would do them 
more credit to honour and imitate. If I had an evil 
wish towards them, I would give them that of the 
poet — 

Yirtutem videant, intabescantque relicta. 

But I rather wish and pray, that they may see their 
error and forsake it. If not, let them know, that their 
eloquence is not Ukely to prevail much in its present 
course and application ; and that, probably, 

fragili quaerens illidere dentem, 
Offendet solido.* 



* The respectable £ditor of the Christian Observer, which, 
in its early career, was distinguished by its marked and indig- 
nant reprobation of '* crooked policy" and *^ political expedi- 
ency," will possibly regret, that he felt himself inclined, or 
obUgedf to admit into the columns of his number for July, 
1831, an unworthy attack upon the conduct and character of 
James Edward Gordon, Esq. which drew upon him so 
powerful and well merited a rebuke from the Record, 
Newspaper, It is a matter of profound grief to the sincere 
Christian to see Publications assuming that sacred name (I 
allude additionally to the Christian Advocate, Newspaper,) 
so far disgracing it, as to put their barks upon the same 
stream as conveys, in apparently harmonious association with 
them, the vessels of the Socinian, the Papist, and the Infidel ; 
and adopting the same style of irreligious petulance which 
characterizes the literary productions of presses, devoted to a 
service which is not always owned by those who are engaged 
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In the estimate of the genuine and consistent Pro- 
teatant, the hollow and simply political one, however 
zealous, is not regarded as entitled to the character. 



in it. The Christian Observer has not iracceeded in justifying 
its offence : it has rather by seeking to do so made it two. 
It has, in a signal manner, exemplified a familiar rule in an- 
swering — ^to omit the main body of the charge, and by some 
minor apparent advantage to convert a substantial defeat into 
the appearance of a substantial victory. It would be a mea- 
sure of prudence in that periodical, and its ooUeague, the 
Newspaper, to drop their Christian name, unless they mean 
by future amendment to recover their title to it It was not 
within the horizon of my anticipation, that, when Mr. Gordon 
made his presence so much felt in the House of Commons as 
to unite in the attempt to hunt him down the whole rabid 
pack of idolaters and scorners, the Christian Observer should 
be so attracted by the pleasures of the chace and so regardless 
of its own dignity, if not decency, as to mingle in the pursuit, 
and swell the chorus. The companions in the sport will all 
possibly find, that they have not been hunting a hare. Is it 
not a fact at which the nation should blush, that a man, who 
has spent many years of his life in the laborious and most 
charitable attempt, without any remuneration but its own, 
to rescue thiU most unforlunate island especially from the iron 
yoke which bows down its soul as well as its body; and, instead 
of leaving the imposers of it to intrude into all kinds of meet- 
ings and recommend their own superstition and defame the 
purification from it, when they would be secure of the advan 
tage of not being competently answered, has given them the 
foir and above-board opportiinity of defending themselves 
by regular meetings for the express purpose, or, if they oould 
not do so, driven them to the necessity of virtaally acknow- 
ledging, that they were mocking the people with the lie in 
their right hand — that a man, who almost alone has dared 
plainly to utter and powerfully to defend, Protestant Pruii- 
ciples and Protestant Institutions, in a Protestant Senate, in 
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The cbantcter imlfeed of such is, substantially, good, 
wad unqttestionabiy better than the contrary: bnt there 
is no assurance of its continuing longer than while the 



the face of slander, which he has refuted, and of impudence, 
which he has reduced to awe — that a man, who, on the meat 
conscieDtlous and Christian principles, has fairly and man- 
fully endeavoured to purify a great Christian Institution from 
an anti-christian admixture — ^that such a man should be 
deserted, calumniated, discouraged, disowned, opposed in 
every disingenuous way, and tfiat by professed Protestants — 
is not this a fact, at which, if national shame has a blush to 
spare, it should find occasion for one? But Mr. Gordon's 
Bible will tell him, this is a treatment which others have met 
before him. And I trust, that the same integrity of conscience 
and reliance on divine support, which have been his best shield 
against his natural foes, will not prove a less effectual one 
against his unnatural ones. The Observer, in its indiscriminate 
and injudicious advocacy of Peace and Harmony — terms often 
abused to their opposites — m^ need to be reminded, that 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, came, not to send 
peace but a sword; that the prime eulogist of charity, St. 
Paul, was one of those who, in the estimation of his peace- 
loving opponents, turned the world upside down ; that the 
apostle of love, St. John, pointed out some, to whom " God 
speed*' was not to be pronounced ; that St. Jude, was diverted 
from his intention of writing of the common salvation by the 
superior present necessity of contending for the faith, and 
pourtraying its adversaries, not precisely in the style of mo- 
dern liberality, as St Peter has likewise done. Inhere is a 
peace» which is no peaee — a false and treacherom peece — 
a peace, independent and destructive of truth and religion — a 
peace, favourvng, and oftentimes necessarily connected withy or 
producing^ error and ungodliness — a peace more criminal and 
ityurious than any war — a peace which is the very watchword 
of atheism and profligacy. I leave these hints to be digested 
by the wholesale prosoribers of controversy. But no one 
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wind of expediency blows fh)m the same quarter. 
Some of these vanes have been seen to perform strange 
and sudden revolutions — they are the "nimble con- 



dislikes controversy, when defending himself, or any thing 
which he values. 

It cannot he dissemhled, that Popery has reared its front 
in our Legislature more rapidly and resolutely than was pro- 
mised, or is quite to the taste of the authors and friends of 
the healing measure, who would have had it glide along the 
course of events as smoothly and quietly as if it were sailing 
on a stream of oil — hoc Ithacus velit. But some, who see 
deeper into a stone wall than their neighbours, exclaim — Yes : 
Mr. J. £. Gordon is the cause of all this. We shall probably 
next hear, that the laws of the country and the execution of 
them are the cause of the crtm«s which they condemn and pun- 
ish. Withdraw these provocatives to crime, and crime will 
spontaneously cease. Let us be quiet and peaceable, and all 
will be well. The robbers who have broken into your house 
wish for nothing so much as quietness — ^they mean you no 
harm ; they only desire your property. The grand nostrum 
of our pacific empirics, although not a very original one, is 
— ^to make concession on one side keep exact pace with en- 
croachment on the other, to make the one recede precisely 
as the other advances. It may be a question whether this 
correlative motion is to end any where, and where. But woe 
to the demurring caitiff, he is a breaker of the peace — away 
with him — ^let him be hung in chains m terrorem, 

I will only add, that I was present in the gallery of the 
House of Commons, Febmaiy 5th, 1807, at the passing of the 
bill for the abolition of the Slave Trade, when Mr. Wilber- 
force, in the course of his speech, having uttered some reli- 
gions sentiment, an imusual sound from tbe seat of the 
Reporters produced a simultaneous direction of the eyes of 
aU in the gallery towards them : when the projected tongue 
and every feature of the countenance set into an «q>ression 
of contemptuous defiance sufficiently indicated the feeling 
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verts,"* as Bp. Sdllingfleet characterized Dryden. 
But, before the change they are nothing more than 
inflated balloons, or it may be, apples of Sodom. And 
when this is the case, the insinceritv, or the actual sub- 
stitution and exhibition of what is false for what is true, 
produces both personal guilt, and, when discovered, 
external mischief. It is the spiritual substance, the 
positive and practical Christianity, the great doctrines, 
by which guilty and polluted man is pardoned and sanc- 
tified, planted in the soul, and, as it were, incorporated 
with it, which gives to Protestantism its time nature — 
its tme value. Without this we consent, that it 
should be stigmatized — and it has been — as a religion 
of negatives. B ut the explanation j ust given precludes 
that charge. The negatives are only accidents, in 
a stricter sense than the Papal ones, for they are sepa- 
rable from the substance ; and to the principal authors 
of this imputation, the advocates of Romanism, we 
reply, let your church renounce her corruptions, and we 
will gladly give om* negatives to the winds : we have 
enough without them ; it is to her we are indebted for 
that with which her sons reproach us. Our Protes- 



which had been excited. This feeling has descended '' full 
fairly to the House" without, however, totally forsaking its 
original station. And truly, the profligate corruption dis- 
cernible in the Reports of the Speeches in Parliament, all to 
the advantage of the Papal and Revolutionary Causb, is 
one of the most alarming symptoms in the present health 
of the body politic, or the nation. 

* Some of these *' nimble converts" seem to have made the 
same mistake as their prototypes luder James II. from the 
premature and unexpected abdicatiou of the Ministry, whose 
favour they meant to conciliate by such accommodation. 

D 
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tantism, the only or main Protestantism for whicH we 
contend^ and which we certainly think worth contend- 
ing for^ is not a temporal things except as it is, secon^ 
darily, attended with temporal advantages of some 
value. But our brethren, who have submitted to 
merge their spiritual, and, in some instances, their cle- 
lical character, in the unseemly one of the busy inter- 
meddler in what themselves assume to be secular, will 
hardly claim the credit of consistency in the accusation 
which they bring against the course which we feel it 
our duty to pursue on the ground of presumed secu- 
larity ; nor should they fondly flatter themselves, that 
they deceive us, by verbal, however magnificent, in- 
vectives against the system, which they substantially 
assist and fortify ; elevating thus with the right hand 
what they depress with the left. Temptation indeed 
enough for such conduct is readily conceivable, both 
from defective and perverse views of the subject, and 
from other causes of more general operation and 
cogency. The path selected is a path strewed with 
popularity. Chaplets of reward for liberal sentiments 
and liberal acts cover its surface in profuse abundance. 
Out of these privileged bounds there are frowns for the 
rigid as many as they can wish ; but within them, for 
the compliant and conciliating, there are nothing but 
smiles; more especially if they will join, whether 
openly or secretly at pleasure, in casting stones or dirt 
at the former. Here is perpetual sunshine for those 
who are seeking to rise — elevated and effectual patron- 
age — a clear sky scarcely interrupted by a cloud, which 
does not pour- down, either fame or preferment. And 
is not this enough ? 

But in the midst of all this luxuriance of expectation 
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or enjoyment, let those who sacrifice a good conscience 
ioit3hlandishments, — ^let those who feel tempted for 
its sake to desert or hetray the cause of God and his 
truth, — pause for a moment, and reflect, that the per- 
sanal guilt of their treachery is not trifling, and that, 
in proportion to the prevalence of it, from heing person- 
al it will hecome national ; and a forsaken, a betrayed, 
an insulted God will find means of making it evident, 
and felt, that he is not to be treated in such a manner, 
especially by his professed servants, with impunity. 
The candlestick which has given its soul-saving light 
till it has become cheap and despised, will m just but 
aweful judgement be withdrawn; and darkness — spi- 
litual darkness — the darkness and abominations of An- 
tichrist, will again spread its black and unblest wings 
over the land of Britain, and either consign it to the 
perpetuity of a divine and in'emediable cm*se, or leave 
no avenue open to the recovery of its fonner state and 
privilege but that of bitter and lengthened repentance. 
Let our Protestant Gallios, our men of all faiths, and 
of none or any, give one thought to this subject ; and 
let the next be, that to this spiritual malediction may 
possibly be superadded, another which will be more 
sensible and intelligible, a temporal one, a blast upon 
their worldly property, their worldly liberty; and then, 
when there is no remedy within their reach, they 
will perchance exclaim, as wise men will not, who 
would have thought it would have come to this ! ^ 



• To redeem this picture in some sort we have indeed abun- 
dance of Reformers-^Reformers of all descriptions and dimen- 
sions — Reformers on a i^rand scale — Reformers of the Consti- 
tution, of the Church, of the State — ^all but good Radical 
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The heart sickeos at the faithless sophistry, which 
jet appears to be in high repute and practice with 
some who ought lo dread or disdain it. Tke Church 
of Christ rests on ifn own divine foundation : U is 
no human, no political, no exclusive establishment, 
protected by testa,* and other securities, — The Church 
of Christ is not brick and stone cemented by mortar : 
it is not wooden pews and a wooden pulpit : it is not 
towers and steeples in one establishment, or elegant 



TtetonatTa, who go to the root and refono themselrec. Nemo 
iiieese tencat desceadere. And while the Dstion ta de-chria- 
tianizing itself asfasC as it can in evei7 direction, venre to be 
satisfied with this coatemptibtt mockciy — I epeak ofthe thing, 
not or the persons, e. distinctioD which is either not koowD or 
not admitted in the neo-ethies of a modem School. 

• It may serve somewhat to abate the nervous horror which 
the very name of a TEST excites in some bosoms, to reilect, 
that there is QOt a single Rule or Regulation in anji Institudon 
whatsoever which is not essentiallf a TesL This observation, 
indeed, will Qot support all Tests any more than it will support 
none. The tind and degrte is the whole question. 1 take the 
opportunity of this note to declare, that I feel no seclariaa 
hostility to the dissentiDg hodj : but, on the contrary, oSer the 
•illiug tribute of high admiration to the intellectual and chris- 
tian excellence of many who have home and still bear that dis- 
tiucdon. To say nothing of the more antient. the Baxters, 
theColamys, the Owens, the Henrys, the Ponies, &c &c no 
really Christian member of the Church of England will attempt 
any derogatioD from the doctrinal purity, acuteness, and 
paramount eloquence of the late Robert Hall, although not 
always the most tender towards bis church — none will deny the 
(-■or.gmial ami tuiiiieut mcrit-^ i.f Ihc livit.g William Thorpe. 
The least acquainlaiiee with the present state of the religious 
worid, will, on thi' snme principle, snggeatiuinlniOKtuniimiltd 
amount af tliose in the ranks of dissent (and I do not in tbe 
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porticos in another: it does not need protection 
in its services from injury or insult by merely 
human enactments : it shrinks from the very name 
as well as idea, of the strong arm of political power 
although stretched out for its defence. If then, we 

slightest degree wish to inrade their liberty in thinking and 
acting as their informed consciences dictate to be the will uf 
God) who adorn their denomination : but it would be ungrateful 
in a humble minister of the Church of England (sine-cura and 
sine-emolumento) to refrain from acknowledging how much 
that church is indebted to the Christian FeUowdnp of the Rev. 
J. A. Jahbs for the best Defence of the Church of England 
in the English language, and which could be supplied by none 
so effectually as by a Dissenter. I am obliged to refer to the 
Second edition in 1823. This work may be interposed as a 
very sufficient shield against all future batteries against the Bri- 
tish Church, proceeding whether from natural adversaries or 
those whom she feeds, and who in gratitude lift up their heel 
against her. Of the latter perhaps there are not many. Those 
who are looking for her bread are most likely to be in the ranks 
of the little contented. That in every thing human there are 
some things which might be amended there is no doubt, except 
with those who expect perfection from imperfect materials. 
The question is, whether in pretended reformation, any real 
improvement is likely to be made, whether if made, it is worth 
the cost, and whether there is not risk in change, in the hands 
which are to effect it, of real deterioration, if not destruction 
of what is good. This is worth a pause. And it is deserving 
of some reflection, how far it might be consistent with thosewho 
publish their dissatisfaction with the church to withdraw from 
it, and not oblige it in their instance to contend with internal 
enemies. The most venomous and frantic assault, however, is 
from open and natural foes, from whatever cause their animos- 
ity proceeds. R. M. Beverley, Esq. a rich layman, at least in 
expectation, and, if fame report truly, a disappointed young 
man, has emptied a quiver of poisoned arrows against the chris- 
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do not exclaim, with respect tii these edifices, whether 
oi the Church or Dissent, as some do most cordially, 
Down with them, down whh them, even to Ike ground, 
we must at least unite our grave advice with that of 
some of the faitliful guardians of the sacred rights of 

tianit; nhich the goremment oFhii' country has adopted, and 
profeswdly for that very reasou : as if, Bnppasing the Cbria- 
tianity originiJIy and intriuBicaJly pure, thai very adoption, 
iDBUntly changed its notare and produced coDtanii nation. 
O ! how fiharp sighted are meu to njinor evils, and aluioBt ne- 
cessary ones in the actual stale of human nature, while they 
oveiiook and palliate gigantic corrupticn-^ If it were an axiom 
in the theolt^ and morality of those »ho profess more sincerity 
than the ^nerality, as it is in the code of proHigSiCc fashion, 
that a reformed rake makes, as the hest hushand, the best 
Christian, the case rnight admit of some self-complacency. 
But, in what we will assume, in the face of liberalism to be the 
best orthodoxy, previous profligacy has generally been conu- 
dered as requiring, in point of propriety at least, a degree of 
humility, modesty, diffidence, which when discovered Ore 
entitled not only to favour but indulgence. Wherecs, on the 
contrary, a bold, impudent, defying, and displaying conduct, 
are an object of disgust, repulse, and pity. 1 am surprised, that 
in all the various speculations respecting church reform the 
propriety, and even eitigency, of a revision of the present ver- 
sion of the scriptures has never found a phice. The scriptures 
are the root and fouodatiou of our CLristianity ; and to those 
who are at all acquainted with the aubjccl, it is sufficiently 
known, tbotthe present aotborized translation loudly calls for 
improvemeat. A gentleman with whom 1 am acquainted fall- 
ing into company with a person whose cbaraclcr needed some 
reference to future pnnishment, when its eternity was urged 
r.-plitd, that a different noid in the last verse of the iui»th 
chapter of St. Matthew^s go.^pel, was oscd to di'scrlbe the res- 
pective duration of the pnnisluueiit of the nicked and the re- 
word of tbe Qghleous 'i'u this exception no answer tauld be 
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irreligion in our kgislalure, that no more be built- 
vVhat have these costly Bupei-atniclures of f^rnss ariti 
maniinate matter to tlo with religion ? They ave 
neither the Essence of Him who is worRhippea, nt>'i" 
ihe heart of Him who worships. Letusmit anmnt ll^*= 
majesty and power of Truth in any form by ihe otti- 
ciouaness and superfluousnesa of human assistaj-»<:;«5 
Tnith is mighty and will prevail. She will dei«o"«^ 
state her potency moat effMlually and illustriously V> 
acting single and alone. Lei ns exhibit a miisiict*^ 
moas contempt of the old almanac, history, wbi<;l» <=K 
**"ly.yor certain, tell us what Aas Wn. The cc»».».-k- 
of nature naay now he changed, if perailveniur^ -^ 
may not be able to change it. We will shut our ^3 
to the effoits and extinction of pure Christianity ^ 
Italy, in Spain, we may almost ndJ in F'«-««,^n 
Piemont will tell how mighuly Truth Una preveti 
there by being left to heraelf. We will likew-i^^^ 
notliing, remember nothing, Icam uotliiiig, fi-oa*^ 
unifoma operations and truculent an]iisfim?ia.v*« 
Popery, when in power, and when its seniuius ^^ 



made by an English scholar, and it wu realli nm ««*»»t*^^ 
cally founded : bat the »ord is the tvoe in l/otli ij—»^,, ^ ^ 
the orij^inal ! And yetlo Bpropoaal of a nn> iiiitli»*ii«^l » — ^ 
we should probably have all the now •couU'd iuwimh* *»•«. 
other subjects, — iiinosatioii ! — uiiluoging lb.' tuiM- » 1 *«*^^ 
KlteriuK a, highly hiuded rerkiou ! — buw li»>> mK Ihk^h^^ 
doDe ? Let us have equal m«a«ii« M Icaal - mul «^t, , ^r ^^ 
taking would be Tarlcbi stirtiug aud fcvbluUwaMi 4««^b, ^^ 
that are recommended. If thv inc|WM'>"' wUm- tr" ^^^^ 
must have a vent, tbii would lir k^ eiifii''- ^^•^^^-^^^^ 
most which bsrebeeu profiuwd, ujUB>n«' • •• - -^^b 

others to ■ecare tbe intflUtunii kMi" i-f^— — — u-^ 
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priatiDg Providence^ which all true Christians whe- 
ther dispersed or collected^ will not he ashamed 
devoutly and openly to acknowledge^ and which 
vindicates to the Great Sovereign, the government of 
his own creation, hy exhihiting the creatures upon it 
as his instruments, endued with private wills, as if 
for the simple or main purpose of demonstrating how 
completely they are under the controul of Him who 
favours, frustrates, or directs them at pleasure that 
Providence may have determined, that the fit time 
is now arrived for visiting the iniquity of a very guilty 
and very ungrateful nation ; and he will not want 
servants to execute his decree, though it be by them- 
selves upon themselves. If this now be the destiny, 
as it is the desert, of Britain, much as we deplore and 
would, if possible, avert it, let us pray and tnist, that 
the stroke when, if it must, it does, fall, ^ill be 
directed with such discrimination, and be marked 
with so strong an elective character, that none shall 
be able to misunderstand or avoid seeing it ; and that 
it will be as irresistibly conspicuous as the splendour 
of a meridian sun, that a difference is made between 
the approved and the disapproved, and that an Abdlel 
and a Judas are not indiscriminately subjects of the 
same retributive visitation.**^ 



* I have often woodered to hear some persons argne as if 
there were now no danger of Popery, because there is now no 
pretender to the crown nor any descendant of one. Was 
there any pretender to the crown in the reign of Charles II ? 
And where there no efforts of Popery at that time — no advan- 
eca — no inf rignes — ^no plots, something more than sham ones 
— ^no fire of the metropolis ? The " absolute wisdom" of the 
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It is^ indeed believed, and has been pronounced, 
that a return of any prevalence of Popery in this 
country is a perfect chimera; and that the fables 
and corruptions of Rome can never regain their 
old station in the enlightened minds of Englishmen, 
or the enlightened age of the nineteenth century. 
It is not at all necessary, in order to constitute a 
true and accepted member of the Papal church, that 
he should believe her doctrines, or even adopt her 
ceremonies. It is enough that he profess his be- 
lief; that he submit to some, not intolerable im- 
positions; and that he promote her secular interest. 
For the rest he may inwardly and heartily despise 
every article in Pope Pius's Creed, provided he ob- 



Common Council of that city has attempted to exonerate their 
friends of Rome from the charge of that accident ; and probably 
it may please that wisdom at some future stage in the inarch of 
intellect to pass a resolution, that there was no fire at all at the 
timej but that it was simply the invention of Protestants. 
On the subject of the luxuries of the table the judgment 
of that body is entitled to respectful submission. The profli- 
gacy of Charles independently of any other principles, followed, 
as it naturally would be, by the same profligacy of his people, 
was a sufficient encouragement to a corrupted religion which 
thrives on such a soil. Andrew Marvbll, in the triplets 
which he entitles Royal Resolutions has with as much jus- 
tice as severity, given for the first to the royal voluptuary.— 

rU have a religion all of my own. 

Whether Popish or Protestant shall not be known; 

And if it prove troublesome I will have none. 

The poet could not more graphically have pourtrayed the 
Liberality which adorns a large portion of English society in the 
nineteenth century, and which constittttes the main foundatiou 
of their pretensions to information and principle. 
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serve a respectful demeanour towards it in public. He 
may make what oath, and however solemn, he pleases ; 
but he must do it with the salvo, that if to a heretic 
and against the interests of the papal church it is 
ipso facto null and void, according to the pontifical 
and unrepealed statutes in that case made and pro- 
vided, following the precedent of heathen authority. 

Juravi lingaa mentem injuratam gero. — 

Fregistine fidem? neque dedi neque do infideli cuiqaam. 

and sanctioned by the conduct of Drs. Doyle and Mac 
Hale iu the years compared of 1826 and 1831.* 
With the same harrowing smile slightly varied, he 
may express his own contempt for his peculiar faith, 
and his encouragement of the same in the simple and 
sincere of his communion. He may kneel in the pub- 
lic streets to receive the benediction of a fanctionary of 



• Let no one henceforth calumniate the Roman Catholics hy 
saying, that their oaths are worth any thing. I cry them mercy 
— though they care not for an oath, they have some care, un- 
der Protestant eyes, of the infamy of perjury. Something 
ELSE, therefore, than regard for the sanctity of a oath may 
have stood between them and certain advantages — in direct 
contradiction to what has often and boldly but foolishly been 
asserted. The documents to be compared are, the Declaration 
of the Archbishops and Bishops in 1826, the year of the Elec- 
tions for members of the House of Commons, and the Letters of 
Dr. Doyle, and Dr. Mac Hale to Lord FamhamfUnd Lord 
Grey in 1831. See, however, the two most eloquent and con- 
clusive Letters of theRev. Robert Mc. Ghee to these two 
Doctors. They are inserted in the Christian Examiner for 
August and September, and iu the Protestant Journal for 
September and October, 1831, Dr. Doyle»9 Letter is in the 
Roman Catholic Magazine for October. 
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his chtDTch^ while his eye and his heart are looking 
askance, at the very time, to the political value and 
effect of the act. He may bow to the material cross, 
and, provided it is a gilded one, with sincerity, and at 
the same instant nauseate from his inmost soul, the 
whole machinery of his human and idolatrous system 
of faith. But his creed is the Hvery of his family, and 
he chooses to wear it; it is the uniform of his regiment, 
and it is a point of honour with him not to cast it off. 
His conscience is free as air : he stands upon his own 
liberty to have any religion or none.* Such persons 
cannot, it is true, be considered as genuine sons of the 
papacy : but they can write ; they can speak ; they 
can agitate ; they can inflame ; they can carry a mus- 
ket and brandish a pike> unless they prefer to keep 
themselves secure, and get others to put themselves 
into harm's way in their place. They then become a 
good eflScient soldiery of the Church militant of Rome; 
and when they have given suflSlcient power to the Mon- 
ster with seven heads to place his paw upon them with 
effect, they will feel obliged to afford him more sub- 



* In the examination by the Committee qf the Lords on the 
State of Ireland, of the Rev. John Bt7RNET, then of Cork, 
Independent Minister, March 16, 1825, occurs this answer — 
** Some Gentlemen of the Catholic Community, Men of Infor- 
mation, have distinctly told me so themselves" — that their 
profession was a point of honour. — *' They said that they do 
not believe in the Catholic System of Religion, nor in any 
other System of Religion ; but as their Parents have been 
Catholics, they profess the Religion of their Parents, and ad- 
here to that Profession, because they believe the Catholics to 
be an oppressed People." What alliance, after this, is to be 
wondered at ! 
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staotJal service than perhaps they reckoned upon or 
quite approve. 

Let the good people of England, then, not make 
themselves too sure, that their country shall not be 
revisited hy the tender and rational dominioa of the 
fiabylonian Lady ; and that the organs of the anti-pro* 
testant confederacy, after having exhausted their voca- 
bulary of rancour against the imputed ciy ot Ko 
Popery, may not attempt for themselves and their 
principals a more positive enjoyment by labing the 
antagonist cry of Popery for ever. Protestants have 
only to sleep on : their enemy is hard at work under 
ground — be only asks for darkness, secrecy, and no 
interruption, till it may he safe and advantageous to 
him to appear above ground. Matters are not only in 
vigorous preparation, but in rather forward advance. 
All the arrangements of force, position, duty, signal, 
with a compeleat establishment of espionage, are set- 
tled and partly in operation. In our now papalized 
consdtution, the machine appeals to be moved by a 
new, a mysterious, but not very concealed power. 
There are real and moral Rulers, who ought to occupy 
the place of subjects ; and, feeling their own position 
and strength, they have assumed and exercise au 
authorial which is not more unworthily than obse- 
quiously yielded to ibem. Do they signify their 
pleasure that tbe funds of an institution for the 
religious education and mental emancipation of a coun- 
try, grciiiuil tu llii; i^iirtli bv tiic tjtLiuiiv iiiid imposi- 
tions of u ruvoltiog snperstition and its pricsLbood, 
should be withd rawo wliljtfflWil'feftg Im wls of func- 
d impure 




Preface. xliii. 

religion, to Protestantism and Papism, are boimd and 
pledged to sacrifice eventually the former to the latter — 
not a whisper of hesitation is heard : there is an eager- 
ness of obedience outrunning the command ; and the 
clamours of a protestant senate, mingled with snarling 
exhibitions of impatience at any question of the equity 
or moral innocence of such a measure, have placed the 
Christianity of Ireland at the mercy of its most inter- 
ested and determined enemies.* Does -the same ac- 
knowledged and irresistible authority dictate the con- 
tinuance of a national grant for the support of another 
institution, which has completely defeated the intention 
of the original not very acute founders, and has become 
an additional hot-bed in the country itself of all that 
disaffection in politics, and all that corruption and 
ferocious intolerance in religion, with which Popery 
scourges and curses unhappy Ireland ; convepng the 
home-hred poison through its multiplied and equally 
distributed ramifications into every limb, to the very 
extremities, of the national body ; while the original 
influence oi^i foreign quality, still continued, is left 



* The stratagem against the scriptural object of the Kil- 
DARE Street Society may be defeated, if that Society will 
make an energetic appeal to the British public, by subscriptions, 
or, as the Christian Guardian, (one of the few faithful Protes- 
tant periodicals,) has suggested, by Collections at Churches, If 
that plan should be adopted, probably C. Grant, Esq. whose 
Protestant principles were not felt to be violated by subscri- 
bing £20 to a Cathedral of Anti-Christ, would not object to 
exercise equal liberality in so Christian a cause. And if a tithe 
of professing Protestants were to imitate the example, the object 
would be secured. 
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to exercise iU separate, less encumbered, and imabated 
force without impediment, — the same alert obedience 
is not expected in vain.'*^ Thus, by arts nearly iden- 
tical with those by which an apostate Emperor sought 
to undermine Christianity — by Edicts prohibiting 
and discomraging Christian education — do professedly 
Christian, Protestant, and British legislators emit the 
withering breath of their authority upon an illumina- 
ting and emancipating institution which they found in 
existence, and reserve all the sunshine of their encou- 
ragement for a college of darkness anil rebellion. The 
heathen acted with less guilt, because without any pro- 
fession of Christianity. 

What will be the next step in the progress of des- 
cent it is hopeless as it is awful to conjecture. There 
is now scarcely any Law existing in the land but for 
the benefit of the lawless. All the foundations of the 
earth, its morality, its religion, its civil order, are 
out of course. Every stimulant has been applied to 
excite and madden the public mind. An understood 
connivance and virtual favour are extended to pubKc 
violence. A venal and blood-thirsty public press is pre- 
dicting, and almost invoking, (in order to accomplish 



* In the debate on the usual grant to the Papal College of 
Maynooth, the unosual and unexpected quantity of Christian 
and Protestant matter in the speeches of O. Spbncbr Pbecx- 
VAL, Hon. S. Rtdbe, J. E. Gordon, A. Johnston, Esqn. 
Sir RoBBRT H. Inolis, and others, threw a part of the occu- 
pants of St Stephens's Chapel into embarrasment— Afiratur- 
que novas frondes, et non sua poma. This Popish college 
wringt from the Protestant purse annually as much as would 
rapport between two and three hundred poor £uBili( 
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the prediction,) the torch of the incendiary, and ^^ 
sword or cudgel of the ruffian, — not indeed for the pur- 
pose of producing its ultimate efTect, hut, even at that 
very risk, to produce such a precise quantity of dan- 
ger, and then terror, as may effectuate the ohject in 
view. The agitators or revolutionists only want a ful- 
crum for their lever. But, if for nothing else, for 
tlieir own credit and ease, they are careful that the 
engine when set in motion may he arrested at com- 
mand ; and sincerely dread the necessity, unless all 
law he not ahandoued and proclaimed as such, of visit- 
ing its penalties upon some of their hest friends. If, 
however, the engine should not please to stop as requir- 
ed, and extremities ensue, with a logic familiar to the 
guilty, they have only to turn round upOn the sufferers, 
and impute to them the very consequences of which 
themselves are the authors. Kneel down and swear 
yourself my slave, or I will shoot you. You refuse 
and are shot There now, that is your doing, A 
moral mania is raging in the nation : it has seized all 
ranks : delusion fills the atmosphere : there is a men- 
tal aberration, which, with its other effects, refuses 
to look for a cure to any hut empirics lahouring un- 
der the same disease, and incapable of curing them- 
selves. 

>Twas the tune's plague, when madmen led the blind. 

Deplorable, however, as is this state of things it is ad- 
equately accounted for by one simple cause — the gene- 
ral prevalence of Religious Indifference — a certain 
profligate equalization of favour hoth to good and bad, 
to truth and falsehood, to what is everlastingly saving 
and what is everlastingly destructive. That which in 
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leligioB, whether individual or national^ sheidd be the 
mfdn eonsidcsatioB, first, last aud throughout^ namely, 
its nature and distmction« is preeisely that consider- 
atian, which is systematioallyj studiously, and forci- 
bly kept out of view. The pedlar creed of our politi- 
cal theologians, (and it is spreading in all directions) 
i8» that all reUgions are equal — all equally respectable, 
all equally contemptible. Of course Protestantism and 
"Popery are at least substantially the same — ^there are 
some points of i^eement between them. Nothing, 
upon pain of the imputation of Oliberality, must be 
whispered, of idolatry ; of superstition even the grossest ; 
of false, delusive, and destructive ways of acceptance 
with our Maker, on the one hand — nothing of purified 
Christiaaity ; of true and efifectual means of salvation ; 
of liberty of conscience, &c. on the other, lliere are 
two pretenders ; of course both have equal claims : at 
any rate, in a matter of no importance, it is useless 
to waste time or any thing else that is of importance, 
in balancing their merits.'*^ 



* There is sometliing bitterly ladicrous in the precisaon with 
which the Senatorian and other theologues, who would identify 
Protestantism and Popery, have followed the logic of Shakes- 
pear's Flnellen, who would prove the resemblance between 
Henry V. of Monmoath and Alexander the Great in Macedon. 
^ If you look in the maps of the 'orld, I warrant you shall find 
in the comparisons between Macedon and Monmouth, that the 
situations, look you, is both alike. There is a river in Mace- 
don ; and there is also moreover a river at Monmouth. It is 
called Wye at Monmouth: but it is out of my prains what is 
the name of the other river : but 'tis all one,' 'tis so like as my 
iingcra it to my fingcnsy and there is aalmoBs in both. If you 
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Refuse not then, British Protestants, to partake of 
the li^ which the nineteenth century sheds around 
yoa. Dismiss your antient prejudices: hum your old 
almanacs. Think no longer with affection and grati- 
tude of the Reformation from the Roman yoke, and 
of die humed bodies of your mart3nra by which it was 
procured. Acknowledge at length that your Cran- 
mers, your Ridleys, your Ladmers, your Bradfords, 
died as fools die. Give them indeed credit for sin- 
cerity, but still regard them as disturbers of the pub- 
lic peace. Conrect your error likewise respecting the 
episcopal baud, who at another memorable era were 
content to become state prisoners under a bigoted and 
unfeeling monarch, that they might save tkeir country 
and ours from the re-imposition of the Papal t3rranny, 
and degraded Christianity. And join, if yon hare no 
revolting feelings, in the vilif3dng yell against the 
great body of the episcopal bench, who at this time 
ventured to unite with the other EiState of the same 



mark Alexander's life well, Harry of Monmouth's life is come 
after it indifferent well : for there is figures in all things,'* 
There are figures in all things : and figures, hy which the most 
opposite things may be proved to be the same. The late Mr. 
Canning, the present Premier, the Edinburgh Review, and 
others, men or books, ejtudem farituBf may have taken their 
instructions orally from Dr. Doyle, the Magnus Apollo of the 
professors Artis neo-logicae : but the gentleman of W«le» ought 
to be allowed his due honor. The transition is for from violent 
to the Report of the Commissioners to ii^piire into the State of 
Ireland, than which a public doeument more dishoaowable lor 
the false dealing of both the parties ooncemed is scareely to be 
found. See Dr. Phillpotts's (bow JBiihop oC Bxetejr) Sk^- 
plemental Letter to C, Buttery Esq. 
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House, in defending the religion of the country and 
their own constitutional privileges, against the over- 
bearing and insolent encroachments of the enemies of 
both ; not to say, of the country likewise. * This is 
liberality ; and you must complete it, by reserving all 
your tenderest charities for the heroes of the old reli' 
pion, who displayed their fervorous zeal for the salva- 
tion of their countrymen by furnishing them with 
stakes and faggots, and officers to light them. Let 
your praises descend in their best fragrance upon the 
simplicity and humanity of Stephen Gardiner, Bishop 
of Winchester, and Lord High Chancellor of En- 
gland, who, if he thought not that man is responsible 
to God for his faith, sufficiently discovered tliat he 
thought him responsible to his fellow men. Sympa- 
thize with the reluctance with which the lamb-like 
soul of his Lordship of London must have inflicted 
the salutary discipline for which his memory is so il- 
lustrious. Make the due allowances for severities 
which were rendered necessary by the prevalence of 
of an obstinate evil, and which not only were intended 
for good but for a time, were productive of it. After 
this manner let modem Protestants renounce, and atone 
for their antient prejudices. 

* Would it not be becoming in the clergy in some public 
way to testify their approbation of the conduct of their respec- 
tive Diocesans, and not leave it to be fabricated of them, that 
they condenm or desert him, or shrink from sharing the. ob- 
loquy of the unprincipled against them? The Bill has proved 
itself about as unchangeable and honest as the Church of Rome: 
by then it had travelled through the lower House, it had com- 
pletely trmiTJ^(iiiiJll,J>ilii «nHi that very class of the people 
upon 
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But this is a straiu which we must not continue. 
The times call for weeping and mourning. The ca- 
lamities of the nation, felt and in prospect, are a loud 
and solemn admonition to the nation to consider the 
iniquity which has merited and procured them. And 
in that iniquity must every class among us, without 
exception, acknowledge itself to have a share. Let 
every class then unite in the general humiliation. 
And especially — " Let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord weep between the porch and the altar, and 
let them say, spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not there heritage to reproach ; that the heathen 
should rule over them wherefore should they say 
among the people, where is their God ?"* Should this 
national duty be despised and neglected, as, there is 
too much reason to fear, it will, and should the 
prayers and efibrts of the faithful in the land be in- 
sufficient to outweigh the load of guilt, and to stem the 
torrent of divine judgment gone forth on account 
of it, let every individual Christian gather up his soul 
within itself, and consult for its security from the 
general corruption^ and its hope of salvation in the 
future world. Let him set his affections on heaven, 
and look down with a holy indifference on the eager 
contests of earth, especially on that god of the earth, 
i(fammon,the cause of the chief of them, and at whose 
altar is paid the principal devotion of those who are 
most distinguished by their hostility to the pure por- 
tion of the national religion. Let the filthy lucre go 
to the hearts which idolize it, and to the hands 



• Joel, ii. 17. 
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stretched out to seize it, if on no other terms the du- 
rahle and celestial treasure can be secured. Let the 
reptile and rapacious spirits which are leagued to- 
gether for the downfall of the established Christianity 
of the land, glut themselves with the spoil, and riot 
on the prey : we are contented and thankful, if by 
tlie loss even of coffers full of gold, or bams full of 
tithe com, we obtain the name, and place, and hope 
.of the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, 
and are heirs of the kingdom, and riches, and plea- 
sures which he has promised to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus — although it would be a sword which would 
pierce through our very soul, that Anti- Christ should 
again rear his head, and set up his throne, in our Ca- 
thedrals and Chiurches. 



THE 

FOLLOWING "POSTSCRIPT'' 

IS ADDED TO THE RE-PRINTS OF THE EPISTLE. 

The Jesuits are the Subject. 

** Among other Arts made use of by the Gentlemen of this 
Society, I cannot but observe, that in the last Book published 
by them, Mr. Darrel* has taken a new method of vindicating 
their Innocence ; first by drawing such a wild and extravagant a 
Character of a Jesuit, as no man that I know of ever yet fixed 
upon them; and then under that colour, taking upon him 



* A Vindication of St Ignatius &c. by William Darrel. 
[Dodd in his Church Histoiy, writes the name Dorrel.] 
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boldlj to nsseit their lanocence, aeif it were questionBible only 
bj Perjured Wiinettetj and old I^oramvs Juritt, I transcribe 
hi9 Words, th&t the Reader ma; belieTe me : Innocence, I on 
tare, itjtnda for w; and therefore we need not fear a weak 
Defence, unlest it be our miyi>r(Hne tofiU m(o the handa i/lffiis 

turili SSUmtaa, anS ai 901 Kpotmnn* ShiriM. I do not 
1.10W ttULt any of (he Evidences here produced, are of either 
of these kiadsj and if he or hia Friend Mr. Putlon be a£ good 
at making DefcDces, as forward at giving Challenges, thej 
have now a fair opportunity of shewing their skill." 
This h the common and approved recipe for making out a 

case of MiaBK PRESENTATION — StIBCBlBOE — then CUNftlTB 

— CheD CHDBRCHjtBoB and INTENT at pleasare. This is the 
manteuvre of the dotard Gotheb in his Papist Mitrepretenied 
and Repreienttd, and of all bis faithful followers in the present 

Here is a very ugl; man : he has Che visage of an aasaSBin 
I propose to convert him into a handsome one. And 1st, hi* 
enemies describe him (as I ebuse to say) as a monster, with one 
eye, two noses, and his mouth at the back of his head — now, llnd 
this is all a most atrocious calumny : 1 can adduce the testi- 
mony of those who have seen the gentleman, that his eyes, 
nose and mouth are as they ought to be, both for place and 
number: those, therefore, who have reported ofhimaa above, are 
convicted of gross misrepresentation. — Hence it follows, lllrd, 
by the most approved rules oF probability, that he is, like the 
generality of hie fellow men, and a passable specimen of the 
human form: nay, is there not strong presumptive evidence, 
that Che calnnmy of bis enemies has been produced by envy 
St Che saperiority of his personal attractions; and that he is 
really n handsome man ( — After all, he is a veiy ugly one. 

1 lake gome shame to myself, for not having recollected is a 
more appropriate place to refto with cordial satlBfactioD Co Dr 
NuEs's elaborate Life of Lord BwUigh. I trust that the thir'1 
volume will contun as accurate a statement and as well rta- 
■oned a jnsliflcation of the Lord Treasurer in the conduct <ii 
his eventful and responsible life in that period with which the 

work here edited is more pecnliaily concerned, ti ii contained 
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in the second volume respecting the litigated case of Mary 
Qaeen of Scots. I might likewise have availed myself with 
advantage of the AccustUiont of History against the Church of 
Rome by the laborious and acute George Towksend, Pre- 
bendary of Durham. 



IMPORTANT 

CONSIDERATIONS, WHICH 
OVGHT TO MOVE ALL TRVE 

AND SOVND CaTHOLIKES, WHO 

are not wholly lesuited, to acknowledge without all 

equiuocations, ambigvities, or shiftings, that the proceedings 

of her Majesty, and of the State with them, siirce the 
beginning of her Highnesse raigne, haue 
bene both mild and mercifull. 



Published by Sundry of vs the Secular 
Priests, in dislike of many treatises, letters, 

and reports, which have been written and made in 

diuerse places to the contrarie : together with our 

opinions of a better course hereafter, for the 

premoting of the Catholike faith 

in England, 
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THE 



EPISTLE GENERAL, 



INSTEAD OF 



A PREFACE. 



ISd^t IgonotttabU, Sftorsi^ipfttl, aSUlI4ieIof)et(, 

Lords J Ladies; Earls^ Countesses; Viscounts^ 
Viscountesses ; Barons^ Baronesses; Knights^ 
Ladies; Gentiemen^ Gentlewomen; Bachelors^ 
Virgins ; Married, Single. 

ALL dearly affected of both Sexes, of all 
three Ages, in every Degree, State, and Con- 
dition of Life, as well for the Gifts of Graces, 
given you as you are Catholic (which to God, 
to our holy Mother the Catholic JRomon Church, 
and to the See Apostolic dot^ make you grate- 
ful :) As also for the Gifts of Nature given you 
as you are English (which to your Prince and 

B 
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Country, makes you Loyal, Serviceable and 
Faithful, and of both mindful;) Give me leave 
by an Epistle pathetical in one general passage^ 
to speak unto you all alike, in two adoptive 
Surnames, CaOiolic and English; with Sen- 
tences Apos^oj^al of as gfeat weight and 
wariness, as the worth of the Matter exacteth at 
my worthless hands ; by so much the more made 
worthier, by how much I might be worthied 
with a favourable conoeit had of you all, not for 
my unwordiy sake, but for your own indemnity; 
for hope of leaving a Posterity ; for your dear 
Soul's health, dear Catholics, dearly aiSected 
English, deeply affied, voluntary religious; it 
is for you, and to you I speak. 

Here (Catholics and English, or, if you 
please, English Catholics) is set before your 
eyes a mournful spectacle of our heavy Cala- 
mities, come in a happy hour (else should I be 
heartily isorry for it) i»to my hands. It is, as in 
peruse you shall find, a brief Relation of the 
Causes moving her Majesty and the State to 
make so sharp Laws against us all in general, 
for some private Men's offences, grown now 
into a Faction of a dangerous sequel: Dan~ 
gerous (dear Catholics) to our common Mother 
the Wealpublic, as we are English : Dangerous 
to our Sovereign and the present State, as we 
are Subjects: Dangerous to us all, as we are 
Recusants, prepared as fuel to the fury of fo- 
reign and home^bom Foes, by Famine, Fire, 
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Sword^ and wrack of Body, Soul, and all toge- 
ther in the turn of F(»tune's Wheel, casting 
UB all off from the highest Pyraniids of EngUmds 
wonted flourish, into Stygian depths^ of the 
sorest downfisJl unexpected (I dare say) unto 
you all, ever to have happened by such unhap* 
pily seeming religious means. 

The Contention (dear Catholics) betwixt die 
Secular Priests and the Jesuits, is known not 
to you alone, but to all our Catholic Friends in 
other Nations ; to all our common Adversaries 
at home and abroad; to all or the greatest part 
of the Christian World, as we verily do imagine^ 
and in some sort do know it for true. Marry, 
for the Causes, Originak, and Gtojxai&^few do^ 
many wUl noi, and the most part cannot enter 
into th6m aright. They are many, questionless^ 
as the many main Arguments in many Books 
divulged do make it manifest But to steid 
upon one, is my only intent at tfaas present; be- 
cause the Subject of this ensuiog Discourse, 
doth mimster occasion fitliest agreeing there- 
unto ; as treating wholly and altogether of Trea- 
sons, Conspiracies, Confederacies, Rebellions, 
CommotimM, Platformas, Statizations, and un- 
natural Proceedings, by simdry Persons of our 
Catholic Romish Faith, Religion, Profession, 
Function, Calling, Condition and State.* 



* The objection of many that are of the Spanish Faction, 
if very frivolous (if not malicioos) when th^ say, Why do the 
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The intent of this Discourser in the Name of 
the Secular Priests in general is, not to impeach 
any one particular Person of the Catholic Laity, 
of Matters of Treason or State ; but rather to 
excuse us all, as well those that have been abused 
by sinister inveigling persuasions to rush upon 
their ruins, as those that have been Actors, 
Abettors, Connivents or Fautors of their Arch- 
PlottePs practices. Neither is his or the Secu- 
lar Priests' meaning, to accuse, excuse, or any 
way call in question our common Adversaries, 
together with the present state, as a point very 
impertinent to the purpose, howsoever any have 
deserved, occasioned, or wrought our woes, to 
meddle with such edge tools, as the very hand- 
ling ' of them roughly, would rent us quite in 
pieces (our frowned on state considered) and a 
very preposterous course for Men in affliction 
(admit wronged by both as two opposite Adver- 
saries) to intermeddle with those whose favours 
they must seek, and glad if they may obtain 
such graces by any demonstration that they can 
make, of their loyal hearts to have been unspot- 



Prlests lay the faults upon the Jesuits, as cause of the Catholic 
Persecution ; seeing it is well known, that the Adversaries to 
both Priests and Jesuits, and aU Catholics are caose thereof, 
&C. which, admit it were true, yet the Jesuits being equally 
guilty with them, it belongeth to Priests to clear the innocent 
Catholics, and leave the Jesuits in the suds, and our Adver- 
saries to those that have to do with them. 
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ted, unpolluted^ never smatlered with the kast 
uncatholic^ didoyaly irreligious, inhuman^ unna- 
tural thought to God, to their Prince, to their 
Country, to their Friends. Neither yet were 
it decent in this ensuing Discourse, to meddle 
with the secret £gmlts of any one, be they in de- 
fects of Grace, of Nature, or of Nurture, fur- 
ther than pertains to the object of State here in 
liand. Neither (and last of all) is my intent in 
this Prolegomenon to treat of Matters otherwise, 
than as here are set down, scU. only to let all 
Catholics understand what a dangerous state 
they stand in by some men's private designments. 
Which to make more apparent, give me leave 
(dear Cathdics) to propose unto you this 
one Question, as an Introduction to this Dis- 
course. 

Is there any Sin (dear Ca&olics) rising upon 
infirmity and frailty of man committed by an 
Apostata, an Infidel, a Heretic, a Schismatic, 
an Atheist cast out of the fsivour of God, and 
accursed out of his Church, but a Catholic may, 
and often hath fidlen into the same» and yet 
remained constant in his Religion to Death f 
Questionless there is not : As innumerable Ex- 
amples of Treasons, of Murders, of Adulteries, 
of Incests, of Drunkenness^ of Cozenage, of 
what not Vice, doth verify it in all Ages, in 
all Nations, in all Times, Sexes, and Sorts of 
People, though in times of Persecution, Car 
tholicsare ordinarily freer from such foul noto* 
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rlous crimes, than when they live at liberty 
without fear.* And if this be so^ and withal 
that our adversaries have touched with such 
vices certain Persons in particular (as Bdl hath 
touched the Jesuits with Pride, Ambition, In- 
trusion, Usurpation, Encroachment over the 
Secular Priests, Affectation of Sovereignty, &c) 
is there any reasonable excuse for any of their 
Faction, or infected with the like vices ; to say, 
that none is or can be a true Catholic, that imi- 
tates any of our adversaries in charging a Jesuit 
with such like vices ? or that no Priest or other 
should impute, promulgate, or lay open their 
faults, that are of one and the same religion with 
them, sciL because our adversaries have so done? 
If you say for this cause, that Catholics ought 
not to write, nor speak against such crimes in other 
Catholics (always supposing they are public, 
notorious, or to the detriment either of the 
Church or Commonwealth) then do you quite 



* Although Catholics do ordinarily live in better order, and 
more free from Murders, Adulteries, Blasphemies, &c. than 
others that U^e out of God's Church at liberty and random 
abroad in the world do, by reason of the mean helps and means 
they have to avoid sin, which those want that are cut off from 
the Church Catholic of Christ ; yet may we not think (much 
less maintain) that Catholics are not subject to fall into, yea, 
and that de facto often times they do fall into as great sins as 
any other, &c. for otherwise we should infringe the liberty of 
Free-will} as if God's Grace could not be lost, being once 
received ; ncMr Sin committed, but either of Infidelity, Apostasy 
Heresie, or Schism, &c. 
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cut off the Order of Justice, stop the course of 
Fraternal Correction, hinder the effects of 
Christian Charity, violate the Laws of God and 
Man, and give occasion to our Adversaries, 
to upbraid us with maintaining of most notorious 
Enormities, Treasons and Abuses, If you say 
they may (as true it is so) then do not (dear Ca- 
tholics) blame the Secular Priests for laying 
open such foul Treacheries, Treasons, Conspi- 
racies, and other vices rising of the Jesuits and 
their Confederates, factious, ambitious, aspiring, 
humorous dispositions, because our adversaries 
have discovered the same in some sort ; but ra- 
ther give them (as justice, duty, and charity 
doth bind you) many and hearty thanks, that 
being all before in one predicament odious, the 
innocent are now made known, and thereby 
spared. And withal remember, that if our ad- 
versaries had holden their peace, yet were we 
all bound by our Catholic profession; by our 
professed Loyalty; by our Loyal Natural En- 
glish Affection, to have opposed our selves to 
the Jesuitical or Spanish Faction usqtie ad arczs 
in the Premises, 

This then being the chief and only Point han- 
dled in this ensuing Discourse (and in very deed 
the Ghroundwork, Architecture, and whole build- 
ing on the part of the Jesuitical Faction :) Con- 
sider with us (dear CathoUcs) your rightful 
ghostly Fathers, Natural English Subjects, and 
unfeignedly vowed Friends by Birth, Blood, 
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Educfttiony Affeetion, Religion, and all Motives, 
that in reason, conseience, humanity or other 
duty, or Law of God or Man may or ought to 
move : What is it wherein the Secular Priests, 
the designed Martrys of our Couutry, the wor- 
thy Confessors of this Age, your own Natural 
Flesh and Blood, your dear, loving, and most 
careful l^iritual Fathers have offended you? 
Is the Question for Religion ? Name me that 
Article, or one point of the Catholic Roman 
Faith, wherein the Secular Priests do either 
stagger in themselves, or seek to seduce you : 
but on the contrary, more ready than the Jesuits 
(as experience hath hitherto made it manifest) 
to suffer their dearest blood to be shed, radier 
than one soul among you should perish by their 
means? If the Question be about restoring 
the Catholic Romish Faith in our Country, in 
that the Jesuits hasten on the Spanish Invasion, 
and the Secular Priests dissuade you all from 
yielding to such unnatural bloody practices: 
Consider (dear Catholics) peruse advisedly, 
and ruminate in your tender English hearts this 
ensuing Discourse. For here you shall find, 
First, that the Old King of Spaine (by the Je- 
suitical suggestions and plots cast for that pur- 
pose) aimed at the Crown of England^ with the 
Death of her Majesty, and subversion of the 
State, together with the utter ruin, desolation, 
and destruction of this whole Isle, and the an- 
tient inhabitauts thereof; And never once 
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shewed any care or respect, he or his had to the 
restoring of the Catholic Rombh Faith amonvst 
the English. Nay his direct course was taken 
quite contrary^ sciL t« extirpate the Name of al! 
Catholics (that were English) out from off tlie 
&ce of the earth : as was most evident, both by 
liis denial of aiding that Trmtor Stukeley ou the 
Pope's behalf for the conquest of Ireland (be- 
cause he had destinated in hb ambitious intent, 
both that and this Kimgdom, yea, and Scotland 
also for himself: and also by the Words of his 
General or Adaktntado tlie Duke of Medina, in 
effect, which were, That he would rather spare 
Protestants than Catholics, but neither in very 
deed; menacing death to all without exception 
of persons, to the end to make room for his Mas- 
ter, Then that his Son, the new King regnant 
in Spaine plotteth by the said Jesuitical faction, 
and tliereupon resolveth to proceed where his 
Father left, against Mngland, it is most apparent 
by tlie present Action in Ireland, now wholly 
brought into combustion by him : And lastly by 
sundry of Father Parsons^ subjects sent thither 
to be Agents on the Spanish behalf for that 
purpose. All which do convince the Jesuitical 
Hispanized Faction of Falseood, Hypocrisy, Se- 
dition and Treason, and that it is not Religion 
which the King present doth care for, more than 
his Father did before him : But maketh that 
only a pretence to seduce alt Catholics, and 
draw them to Rebellion, hoping thereby to have 
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their speedier Aid and Assistance^ making tiiem, 
and you all (dear Catholics) to cut one anothers 
throat If the question be for a matter of Fac- 
tion, 8cil. whether the Jesuits be of the Spanish 
&ction Of not? it is manifest they are of it: 
and that for this cause it is that the contention 
betwixt them and the Secular Priests, is now 
grown faU ripe to -80 desperate, angry and 
blood-red a head, as all the World seeth it^ 
The Reasons why they and too many of you 
(dear Catholics) are by their Siren songs so 
dangerously infeeted with the Spanish Ape, are 
here in part set down in this ensuing Treatise^ 
shewing that it riseth partly of this» to wit, That 
their first Founder Ignatius LayeUa was a Spa- 
nish Captain : but most especially for their own 
Advancement, which they affect so greedily, 
as even Scotland^ whose King they erst did 
labour for, (but with a Bear's love of their own 
paunch) is now most odioiis, mightiliest im- 
pugned, maligned, and hated of them to death, 
he still remaining in the same Religion he was 
in even then when Father Parsons in (jmewaie, 
made the case dear, That Difference in Reli- 
gion or Matters of Faith, neither ought, nor 
could by the Law of God, of Nature, of Nations, 
or Custom, ever heard of in any Nation, de- 
prive any one inferior Subject (much less^ said 
he, in the same place, any Sovereign) from 
their Right of Inheritance, or Lawful Suc- 
cession by Birth or Blood, to any thing they had 
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Right unto otherwiBe, mm ctmUmte Recusancy 
on the one side, or Heresy on the other side. 
And yet now he maketh the case in his Appen^ 
dix as dear contrary , on the behalf qf Spaine : 
againgt ho^ Ekigland, Fraunce, and Scotland, to 
all which three, he there hath entituled the Lady 
htfixnJta^ setting now the whole JesuiticeU Up^ 
r^sij upon th$ Spanish JFortune, either to be 
advanced, or for ever cast down, overthrown 
and utterly niinated by that their faction. If 
the question be about the verifying of all this 
to be true; die Treatise following doth in some 
sort declare it. First, how treacherously he 
hath dealt against her Majesty and this King- 
dom in the otiiier King's time. Secondly, his 
own Books and Hand-writingB are and will be 
brought forth as witnesses against him con- 
cerning the entituling of the Jn^ofiftz to the 
English Crown. Thirdly, the general Speech 
given out long ago, and still continued on to 
this present, make his int^t pbdn, sciL in that 
he and his Crew have given out. That except 
the Spaniard do become a Monarch (you must 
understand by conquest of England^ Scotland, 
and Frounce, to which three Kingdoms Parsons 
had entituled himi, and whereup<m all the rest 
do depend) the Catholic Romish Church and 
Faith cannot stand, but of necessity all Religion 
must fail and come to nothing. Fourthly, 
he doth second this drift of his with the present 
practice now in hand. For never was he hither- 
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to more violently bent against both Prince, 
Peer, Kingdom and State, than he is at this 
hour; prosecuting his platform dentibus et en- 
gibus, with all his main and might ; in Ireland, 
by present Invasion, having already landed 
certain Bands of Spanish Soldiers there; and 
ii^ England, by giving out now of fresh. That 
the Book of Titles (called rightly. Parsons 
counterfeited DolemanJ cannot be answered, it 
is so learnedly done, and the Case made so clear 
in that and his Appendix (fathered injuriously 
upon the dead Cardinal AUane by Name) on 
the Lady InfaaaUis behalf, and for her rightful 
title to the Crowns of England and Frounce (for 
both are touched, and her Grace entitled unto 
them therein, and by consequence to Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales ;) to compass which Plot, he 
leaveth nothing undone, unsaid, uninvented, 
that art, wit, or malice of Man or Devil can 
afford him. Fifthly, To confirm this pestilent 
Traitor's intent and meaning against his native 
Country, to be as in the Premises and subse- 
quent Discourse shall appear, it may be demon- 
strated by these Inferences: 

First, For that having so entitled the Infanta, 
as in the late mentioned Libels (for Books are 
names too good for them) is to be seen, he did 
constrain . the Students of the Seminaries in 
Spaine to subscribe to her interest ; forcing them 
to promise, that when they should return into 
England, they would advance her rightful Title 



to tbor nttwort AaSHy, poror, and pcnie of 
vords and modoa witk dl Catbidics where tfaey 

Seeam^f, YmAat this disfimmring, dia^ostiiig, 
and ntteiiy icfonng to applaud to Parmm^ %n- 
nified Title, -wm the original, (diief tad only 
cause (tf die li%k £sgtace whidt saadiy of oar 
nation lived in beyond the seas, ever since that 
faction bej^ to wax hot ; but espedally h was 
the caoae of the Lord Dacre hb departure out of 
Spaine, aad all other of the Spanish Dominions, 
snffering nony gnsts, cakzuties, and dishonour- 
able calamnies, as dsndcred by the Jeiuitical 
Spankh faction to be a Spy fw- Eiigtaiid, to hare 
intended to hare set the ^aiush Fleet on fire 
(ndtich had been, thon^ nnfittia^for his hononr, 
yet not nndewrvedly on the Sponid behalf, as 
enemies to his nadre country) and that his Lord- 
ship came bot into Seotiamd to ctrionr his Vices, 
as being (say they most injuriously and falsly) 
a LibertiDe, an Atheist, oi no Region. And 
all this, beeanse, trae Crari/hn-Hke, he stood 
on ^e behalf of hia Sirven^ii, the Kingdom, and 
the crown 4rf Erngtrnd^ ^^ainst the Spanish 
In&nta's surmised title to the same. As in 
another |Jace I hare shewn at hrge im the behalf 
4^ that NoUe Lord, whose House and Petson I 
hare erer deefdy afliected, if for many re^>ects, 
yet in diief tm this his Loyal Heart to his Sove- 
reign, andhisnatire Siril banidied, though hi; 
be Irriag n exile for the presenl^ which augbt 
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move his Honour to cany a dishonourable mind, 
were he of a Jesuitical traitorous humour, from 
the which he hath ever proved to have been free. 
Thirdly^ For that after this (this Traitor, 
Parsons I mean) his pranks played in Spaine^ 
for drawing all our English nation, there to be 
entangled with his unnatural Conspiracies, or 
else utterly disgraced, discredited, and put in 
danger of losing for ever their good names (yea, 
and their lives besides, as to some it happened) 
he presently after posts me up to Rome^ vehe- 
mently urging to have had his said infamous 
Libel of Titles to be read in the Refectorv, at 
Meat-time, instead of a Spiritual Repast (as the 
manner is there) for none other end, as all the 
world might see it, but to make known by that 
means his malicious mind to his native Sovereign 
and this Realm ; his double diligence to advance 
himself and his Society, by the Spaniard^ means; 
and his fietlse, deceitful, and most malignant 
heart against the Secular and Seminary Priests, 
and other English students there, sdL to have 
them infected, inveigled, intangled in that poi- 
soned and most pestilent net of his, cast to have 
entrapt them, and you all (dear Catholics) that 
should have received them ; by this means shift- 
ing his shameless neck out of the collar, to have 
choked them with it by public fame, that they 
had received such a ^tdtorous, seditious, and 
most infamous book, made (as he gave out) by 
a Secular Priest Maister IMenuxoy and the Ap- 
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pendix to it by Cardinal AUane^ also a Secular, 
or Ecclesiastical Prelate (so to have left the Je- 
suits) O good, holy, religious men, never med- 
ling in State* Matters) free and unacqainted with 
such practices. But contrary to his expectation, 
the students there rejected it as a treacherous 
libel, and him as a lewd seditious Traitor at that 
time, though it bred their greater ai&iction, as 
being ever since tormented and over-tjrrannized 
by him. 

Fourthly^ For that the plot being once laid 
in such sort for the Jesuitical advancement by 
the Spanish, as no way left for them to start out 
from, or to leave that Nation ; but to work their 
own destruction, and steep down overthrow, 
perceiving withal that they (the Jesuitical or 
Spanish faction) had received already so many 
disgusts, repulses, disgraces, and in all their 
attempts for England^ hitherto most unfortunate, 
as impossible (to speak morally) ever to speed 
otherwise, reaping no doubt, high indignation 
at God's hands, for this their mockery of God, 
and his Catholic Church and Religion (never 
heard of to have been sought for by any Apostle 
to be restored, by such preposterous, ambitious, 
irreligious and bloody means:) he therefore (this 
Polypragmon Parsons) set out a book entituled 
The High Counsel of Beformationfor England, 
&c. Wherein he will have the old Roman 
Agrarian Law, so firmly established in this 
Land, as no fee Simple of Inheritance shall b^ 
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left for any English, from the Prince to the Free- 
holder^ to possess, enjoy, and leare by succession 
of birth and blood, to his posterity, as to his 
next heirs, further than as the Spanish Jesuitical 
Court, Council and Governors shall appoint for 
them; doubting lest either he should be frus- 
trated of his hope from Spaine^ or the English 
aliened from him and his factious Society in 
affection : if (as he feared) tliey should once hear 
of his unnatural cozening, hypocritical, false, 
ambitious heart towards his native country, peo- 
ple and nation. 

To the same end also, and to give you and us all 
(dear Catholics) an unkindly Mask, to blear our 
eyes, to enveigle our minds, and to draw all on 
more easily, plausibly, and with less repugnance 
to the Spanish faction; he hath lately devised 
and procured by false suggestions, and forcibly 
foisted in upon us, a most strange kind of autho- 
rity to be established throughout this whole Isle 
of Engkmdj ScoUand^ and Wales^ which although 
it bear an outward ostentative shew of advancing 
the Secular Priests, by appointing one Maister 
BlackweU (thought of the most part to be of that 
number) to be our Arch-priest; yet in wry deed, 
it vma the only Plot he had to further the Spar 
niardi and the most effectual means he could 
possibly have devised, to give to the Secular 
Clergy, that condemn his designments, and in 
truth to all Priests, Prelates, and Princes in 
Christendom (if he might prevail here in Eng- 
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land) the greatest down&tll Uiat ever yet was 
p.vea them by any Innovation, supplantation, or 
other Machiavellian device of infidel, heretic, or 
atheist. For notwithstanding that the Arch- 
priest must carry the name of a Secular Priest ; 
Yet is his authority given him with such limita- 
tions, caveats, cautels, and provisos, as neither 
hath he any tldng in the universal world to do or 
deal in, with or against the Jesuits, further than 
as in way of courtesy, they please to make him 
acquainted withal, for to edge sometimes forward 
to desperate courses : neither yet can he, neither 
dare he do any thing but as the Jesuits, and 
their Provincial GarTtet do and shall assign him. 
So as in effect Partont, who commandeth Garnet 
and all the rest of the Jesuits here, liath the ma- 
naging of the Afiairs of the Church, yea, and 
Commonwealth among them, together with the 
disposing of you all (dear Catholics] so many 
of you as do adhere to the Jesuitical or Spa- 
nish iaction. And consequently, as by this 
means he and his confederates have incurred a 
double Pranunire (as in another place, scil. in 
the Booh qf QttodUbats, I mean, God wiUiiig, fo 
declare,} so intendeth he thereby to draw you 
all into the same Predicemeiit l>TemuniTial &• 
of Treason with him; to the end you may 
more eager (being once in tliat desperate e 
he and his do stand in) to pursue your own : 
live country, your fieeh and blood, your dear' 
friends, with hostile hand, agreeing to the done 
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that he hath led you ah^eady, in all his irreli- 
giom courses* 

And that it may appear more evident, that 
the Insdttttion of dus New Authority, of Arch- 
presbytery, doth tend wholly to the advancement i 

of the Spanish, and the overthrow of this flou- 
rishing Commonwealth, by the Jesuits own 
pretence therein ; it may please you all (dear 
Catholics) to be advertised qf two things concor- 
dant with what I speak ; one is a Letter of Father 
Parsons^ own writing, wherein touching many 
particular points, 1^ maketh most to our pur-* 
pose, sciL That therein is set down in plain terms 
to this effect, sciL How the -Jesuits are the 
most infest enemies both to the Catholic Church 
and Commonwealth, that are this day in the 
world to be found. The other i$, of the course 
that was taken at JKome, by Parsons' procure- 
ment, at such time as certain of us the Secular 
Priests did send to our Mother City, to inform 
his Holiness of the inconveniences of the said 
Arch-presbytery in this land ; and what mis- 
chief were by all likelihoods (as since they have 
certainly) Uke to ensue thereof to you (dear 
Catholics) and us altogether, with our whole 
nation : if the Jesuitical hot violence and im- 
potence in aspirings were not crossedt curbed* 
and infringed in time, before their disease 
grew remediless, as well-nig^ it is so in diem. 
To the better understanding whereof, peruse 
and note diligently this Rekttian foUowing. 
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Maister Bishop and Maister Chamock coining 
to Romey in tLe names of the Priests of Eng-- 
land, tQ declare the estate unto his Holiness, 
went first unto the French Ambassador residing 
there, opening imto him the whole cause of 
their legation : who demanded of them, whe- 
ther they had brought a Letter in their behalf 
from the French King his Master or no? 
They answered No, and that only they desired 
his furtherance, and his good word to procure 
them audience* Well (saith he) I will do what 
I can for you : but if you had brought a Letter 
from my Master, the King, to further you in 
your negotiation, I would have entered into 
the action with you: whereas now I can but 
move the Pope, as your Friend. Yet hearing 
that they were imprisoned, without any audience 
given, he went unto the Pope, and told him. 
That in the imprisoning of these two men, he 
had done that, whereof no example could be 
given in any age^ For (saith he) if diey had 
come in their own names, they had deserved to 
be heard : but now coming in the names of so 
many, and to be imprisoned unheard, is sudi an 
example as never was seen. Therefore, I be- 
seedi your Holiness, give them audience. 
Whereupon the Pope promiied that they should 
have audience: and thu9.he departeds But 
forthwith eometh the Spawsh Ambassador (su- 
homed by Par$Qn9^} and dissuadeth the Pope 
from that be had pxonus^; a^yings Tl^t the 
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two Priests were seditious; and for that cause 
came to sow sedition. And further said ; That 
if he would ^ve them audience, in so doing he 
would alienate his Master, the Spanish King, 
from his affection to his Holiness. Hereupon 
he denied them audience again. The second 
time die French Ambassador came and urged as 
before : and again audience was granted : which 
being known unto the Jesuits, they procured 
the said Spanish Ambassador to come again to 
dissuade the Pope: affirming. That it was a 
matter of greater importance than he conceived : 
and that he should not give them audience, if 
he intended to entertain his Master's good-will. 
By this means they were excluded from doing 
their message, cast in prison, cruelly handled, 
justice violated, all laws broken of God and 
Man, and the Arch-priest violently intruded 
upon us; the Pope's Holiness nor any other 
competent judge under him, never as yet hear- 
ing of the matter, nor of the egregious cog- 
gery, prejudice and blasphemy against the See 
Apostolic, and the Sacred Majesty of our Sove- 
reign, and all other Princes and Prelates abused 
by this means. 

This then is the Point we all do stand upon : 
sciL Whether the Premises consider (notwith- 
standing this new Authority being forcibly, 
violently, and most unjustly foisted in, as you 
hear, only, wholly, and absolutely for none other 
end but to advance the Jesuits ; to bring in the 
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Spaniard to populate, waste, and destroy this 
whole Isle,) ought they the foresaid Secular 
Priests to oppose themselves against the Arch<- 
priest and Jesuits, on the behalf of the whole 
Church, and Enghnufs Commonwealth, or not? 
or to cross these Traitors, and their unnatural 
designments, and to labour to draw you all 
(dear Catholics, deluded, cozened, and migh- 
tily blinded and deceived by them) from under 
their bondage, their inveigling enticements, 
and the endangering of yoiur own, both bodies 
and souls amongst them ? Or else to let Hiem 
have their swing; you your wtUsy and both your 
ruins? This is the only offence the Jesuits 
charge the Secular Priests withal: That they 
will not consent to their unnatural attempts, 
for invasions, treacheries, rebellions and con- 
spiracies; wherein themselves being entangled 
and plunged over head and ears, they set you on 
like mad d(^s, to bark, bite, and devour your 
dear ghostly Fadiers and Friends, for not yield- 
ing to your destruction. This is the scandal, die 
contempt, and notorious disobedience, you hear 
ring out, in every court and comer, that the 
Secular Priests have merited ; for not allowing 
of a Traitorous Archr^priesty set up in prejudice 
of the See Apostolic, and the Commonwealth 
of this Land; to act these seditious Jesuits, 
and their Hispanized fiurtious designments. 
And hence it cometh, that his great Masters, 
his Apparitors, Summoners, Pursuivants and 
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Brokers, the Jesuits and their subjects, do leave 
out nothing, that may move you to condemn, 
contemn, and hate Priests and Priesthood, in 
the Secular Clergy. Here, hence it cometh, 
that their Lay Brothers, Servants and Vassals ; 
their Car^i their Gage^ and many their baser 
and meaner companions, term Priests, Male- 
contents, Factious, Seditious, Irreligious, Apos- 
tatates: Nay, Knaves, Villains, and Rebels 
(forsooth) to Prince George BlackweU^ or King 
Henry Garnet^ or Emperor Robert Parsons^ 
which you please : for Rebellion hath a relation 
to some Majesty, against which they the said 
Rebels do rise. But yet all these outrages, and 
many other such reproachful indignities, or any 
other point or matter that may be pretended 
in their behalf notwithstanding; forasmuch as 
we the said Secular Priests, were contented to 
tolerate, wink at, bear withal, and put up with 
patience all the Jesuitical slanders, abu- 
ses, obloquies, reproaches, and what not inju- 
rious, malicious, envious, calumniation offered 
by them, until (even miraculously) by the Je- 
suits' procurement, it came to trial, whether 
they or we, or both, were Traitors, to God 
or Man. Until that time we never shewed 
disobedience in act, word or thought, to their 
Arch-priest (though cause enough we had, 
never to have yielded any obedience unto him : 
yet, now in regard of the premises, setting 
all other just occasions on the behalf of God's 
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Chiirch, and tLe See Apostolic aside, though 
no appeal had been, we aUof tiie Secular Clergy 
(called the faction of the seditious Jesuitical 
faction indeed) una v<»ce, do utterly disclaim 
and remnmcefrom our hearts, both Arch-priest 
and Jesuits, as arrant Traitors unto their Prince 
and Country; whom to death, we will never 
obey : No, if the Pop^s Holiness should charge 
us to obey in this sense, to advance an Enemy 
to the English Crown, we would never yield 
to it; as by no law of nature, of nations, or 
of man, to be compelled thereimto: no more 
than to commit adultery, incest, or to murder 
our selves, our children, our parents, &c. And 
if this be termed disobedience (to our superior 
Maister BlachtoeU, as nothing else in the world 
they have to say) which hath merited so great 
hatred towards us all that be Secular Priests ; 
then will we from henceforth warn all our 
ghostly children, wheresoever we come, to be- 
ware how they receive any of those surmised 
obedient, seditious, slanderous, and traitorous 
Jesuits into their houses: or how they keep 
company with any of that unnatural Faction, 
the sworn enemies to their prince, their country, 
their own flesh and blood, and to you all (dear 
Catholics) seduced by them to work your own 
destruction. 

Whereas, therefore (dear Catholics) many of 
you do account us disobedient ; true it is, that 
we are so, and would to God that you were so 
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too likewise. You infer hereupon, that we 
are Factious, Seditious, Rebeb, Malccmteats, 
Schismatics, &c. But therein pou do beUe us, 
ealuniniate and slander us, by felse suggesdons 
of the Jesuits, put into your green, ignorant, 
passionate, affectionate, indiscreetly zealous 
heads. Disobedient we are to the Devil and 
all his instrumental usurpate Authorities: be- 
cause obedient to God, and all those that govern 
and live in authority by and under hiia. Disobe- 
dient we are to the Arch-priest, as an Usurper on 
the behalf of the Catholic See ci Borne: because 
obedient to Queen Elizabeth as our Lawful So- 
vereign, on the behalf of the oonimonwealth of 
EnglatuL Disobedient we are in Causes Tempo- 
ral to Master Blackwell, because lus Authority, 
(if he have any) extends only to us in Causes 
Ecclesiastical. Disobedient we are for the ho- 
nour of Priesthood to the Jesuitical, proiid, ambi- 
tious, aspiring, arrogant, haughty Commands; 
because obedient to the antient, apostolic, catho- 
lic, Romish, ecclesiastical Precepts. Disobe- 
dient we are, in not yielding to the Jesuitical 
Arch-priesf s Mock-Laws of Innovation, made 
(perhaps ignoiantly) by him at Father Gamers 
eommand, suggestion, or instruetion: because 
obedient to the Catholic Church, her laws, cus- 
toms, decrees and practice. Disobedient we 
are to him and them, as tlie Catholics of Germa'^ 
ny were to John of Leyden, the Anabaptistical 
King of Htmiler : as the Catholics of J^rick 
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were to Doaatus: a» diose ci Akxaadria weia 
to Jrius I as Chiist and bis Apostles, were to 
the proirnd Pharisees : because tn all poiote of 
obedience we seek to imitate our Lord and 
Master, and all those his Catholic Servants, like 
as the Jesuits imitate the lyonatiBta, Pharisees, 
&& who separated thcanselves ; the latter from 
our Saviour, the former &om his Church; hold- 
ii^ an opinion, that the true Church was only 
among them: As in a sort the Jesuits do : First, 
by separating themselves in fVislnch from the 
rest of their brediren, or rather their &tlicrg, 
the Reverend Andent Secular Priests, that liad 
been Prisoners for their Catholic Religion aud 
ProfesMon, some of them above twenty Years, 
ere ever these Puritan Jesuits came amongst 
them : And after, by following the same coursu, 
in putting scruples into your heads, that you 
may not in any wise come at us, or commiini- 
cste with us in any Sacrament. And so nre 
these Jesuits become right Donatists in resem- 
blance, howsoever they prove when they come 
to trial. 

To conclude (dear Catholics) disobedient 
we are for your sakes, that you should not be 
seduced by Pliarisusm, hypocrisy, and plausilile 
persuasions, to your own destruction: Tliat 
your posterity should not be extirpate and led 
captive as bondslaves into foreign lands: that 
her Majesty and t^e present State should 
cut you off, as abettors, aiders, tutors. 
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furtherers of die Jesuits' Treasons, conspiracies 
and plots, cast for invasion of this land : that 
you should either die like Catholics for your Re- 
ligion, or else live naturally till God appoint 
the hour : and that you should not stain Catholic 
Religion with Treason, nor the Romish Supre- 
macy with Genevian Popularity, nor religious 
thoughts with irreligious aspires : nor yet English 
innate loyalty, with Jesuitical Conspiracy of a 
Spanish Invasion to be made by your means : 
tliat all hope of our Country's conversion should 
not be quite taken away. For what hath the 
Word to do with the Sword, the Preacher with 
the Pike, the afflicted Catholic Priest unth the 
Prince hie Affairs ? That we should be the cause 
(in a sort) by our connivance, consent or silence, 
to bring our native country all into combustion, 
desert and desolation, as aland forsaken: and 
that you should not say another day, because he 
was a man of God, a Catholic anointed Priest, 
we therefore did believe him tliat he would not 
have deceived us: which if he had not; or if he 
had told us how to direct our intentions : if the 
Catholic Secular Priests had instructed the laity 
in these points of Jesuitism ; if the plots cast by 
the seditious, had been known unto us, we would 
all have renounced the Jesuitical and Spanish 
iaction long agone. 

That therefore you shall not have cause to 
curse us, nor your innocent blood to cry against 
lis, together with the Jesuits that have already 
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brought you into a fool's paradise of zealous as- 
pires; nor your posterity bewail our silence) 
whiles any English blood remains alive: this 
is the cause of our breach, and herein have we, 
do we, and will we be disobedient to death. Ne- 
ver shall our adversaries be able to upbraid us, 
or stain our Priestly function and Catholic pro- 
fession with a Calvinian, or a Buchananian, or 
Cartwrightian, or a huf-muf-puritanian popula- 
rity, which is the only mark die Jesuits urn at. 
Never shall her Majesty nor the state suspect us, 
for any bill exhibited by us or our means, in her 
High Court of Parliament ; for any alteration 
and change of the antient laws and customs, 
which both Puritans and Jesuits do greedily gape 
after and labour for. Never shall any Prince, 
People, or Nation point at us, for Traitors, 
unnatural, disloyal^ false-hearted, unkind, un- 
grateful English Men ; laugh us to scorn, and 
worthily reject us, after tliey have had the sack 
and spoil of our country by our means. Never 
shall all the drifts, plots, and devices, the Jesuits 
or yet the Devil himself can invent, bring us to 
be in the predicament of treason, treachery, am- 
bitious aspires and conspiracies with them. Ne- 
ver shall the Catholic Church or Commonwealth 
of England find so wicked a member as a Wolseyy 
a Paraons^ a Crestoell^ a Gametj a Blackwett^ 
among those whom you (dear Catholics) account 
of as reprobates, malecontents, atheists, and of 
God forsaken. Never shall the child of any 
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Peer, Noble, or Lord of, or in, this Land, say 
a Secular Priest (termed indiscreetly by you, dear 
Catholics, one of the &ction) was cause of my 
ruin, and overthrow of my honourable Father, 
House,' Blood, and Name ; which may be saidy 
and mil be proved by sundry Examples agumsi 
ike Puritans and Jesuits J as weU conjunct as tqMirf, 
Never shall any Royal Lady of the Court, Maid 
of Honour, or Damsel of rare aspect, qualities, 
endowments or graces, distil the accents of their 
sorrows in heceades of cares, carks and griefs, led 
away as wives and concubines to base villians, 
swa^ering mis-shapen swads, and oonmion 
soldiers of foreign nations, by our means. Ne- 
ver shall any noble or generous heart be pulled 
down^ nor their antient inheritance, arms, and 
patrimony be taken from them ; nor themselves 
and their posterity be made captives, bondslaves 
or underlinga to any stranger, whatsoever by our 
procurement Never shall the AngeU Jbces^ 
the flower of EngUm^s youth, the beauty of 
BritaifCs Ocean be appalled, impaired, ovep- 
clouded, with a steep^own shower of stDrmy 
sorrows, by our unnatural attempts, plots and 
devices. Never shall the vermilion blush of 
English virginsj the womanly modest look of 
married wife, or the antient matron-like coun- 
tenance of any widow within the Isle of Jlbum 
be prostituted and made common to the abortives 
of the hot Spanish dime by our doings. Never 
shall any tender mother curse, or sweet babe 
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weep, or any Iiand wring) or heart hurl out 
volleys of sighs in tears: nor any mother's 
child have cause to say, had I wist, when it is 
too late, by our wretched means. Nerer shall 
any man's or woman's angel be offended ; nor 
Siunt grieved ; nor soul punished ; or pass to 
purgatory, and much less to hell, by our means, 
to curse us for evermore, as many thousands 
shall by tbe Jesuits' intended bloody invasion, 
the good and bad being cut off altt^tlier 
thereby, and many a grisly ghost dunned for 
ever; which {to speak ad homitiem morally) 
would have been saved, if we had kept the 
Apostles' course, for conversion of countries. 

And if these things (dear Catholics) do offend 
you (and for nothing else in the world it b in 
effect that we are holden for Disobedients) yet 
pardon us for telling you as a ^edal pcnnt of 
your duty, and of meer good-\nll, what danger 
you stand in ; and not you alone, but we all : 
neither we all only, but all your posterity, and 
our successors to die world's end. 

If to Young Men and Women, espedally 
Servants, and those that have little or nothing 
to live upon, my speech seem luitbankfiil; yet 
to you Lords, Ladies and Gentiles of the more 
stayed grave, better, worthier and wiser sort ; 
to you, I hope, this passage will be grateful, 
and make you more wary what servants you 
keep about you, and how they are effectcl to 
the Secular Priests or Jesuits, as they are Cn- 
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. tholics, and to fheir Country and State, as tbey 
are English ; and to both, ad they are of com- 
mon sense, in conceiving of things, even as 
they are indeed, void of affectidn, and dll y&t^ 
tial doom. 

Only thus much have I said to shew ; Finsl^ 
my deep desire of your welfkre (dear Catholics) 
in general, both in body and doul ; then to give 
you to understand in part, what it is which the 
Secular Priests ' intend by this ensuing Dis- 
course ; to wit, — Nothing eke but to hy open 
unto you the traitorous practices of the Jesuits 
against her Majesty, her Kingdom, and our 
Country, undertaken by them of purpose to have 
brought them all under the tyrannical yoke of 
the bloody Spaniards, by pretence of advancing 
the Catholic Roman Faith: that thereby the 
true Causes (indeed) of her Majesty's Laws 
and Proceedings against Catholics, might be no 
longer defamed widi infamy, and Jesuitical most 
shameful reproaches, published to the World 
in diverse of their discourses and libels, further* 
than they have deserved; and withal, to give 
you warning by way of insinuation, what we 
are to look for at their hands in time to come, 
if they be not repressed or prevented. As also 
in all friendly, faithful and Catholie manner to 
admonish you, that you look well before you 
leap into these and all other the like practices : 
and that you be not hereafter so heady in your 
censures, speeches and proceedings, either a- 



. Epistle. 33 

gainst her Majesty, the present State, your 
whole Country, and us your antient ghostly 
Fathers, the Secular Priests, as heretofore many 
of you by fiJse Persuasions have been. 

And last of all have I set down this Preamble 
instead of an Epistle, that this so /ruiiful a 
Labor and Pains taken by my Brethren^ coming 
to my Hands^ should not pass naked from me 
without a Preface agreeing to the Matter : As 
none other shall, which may either profit you, 
(dear Catholics) to know of, or clear the Secular 
Clergy against the Jesuitical Calumniation and 
Slander. 

And so in all good wishes of health and hap- 
piness unto you, and favourable censure to be 
given to these of their and my faithful endea- 
vours, I commit you all, and our common cause, 
to God's holy protection, and my self to your 
devout prayers. 



Yours all, as you favour our Catholic 
Roman Church, and the Weal^ 
public of our JSTative Land. 



w. w. 



IMPORTANT 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Which ought to move all true and sound Catholics, 
who are not wh^ll^ Jesuitedp to acknowledge with- 
out all Equivocations, Amhiguiti^s, or Shif tings, 
that the Proceedings of her Majesty, and of the 
State with them since the beginning of her High- 
n£ss Reign, have been both mild and merciful. 



RIGHT Worshipful and our very dear Friends. 
We youi' antient Teachers and spiritual Fathers, the 
Secular Priests in England, that sundry years for 
your siikes, have endured many calamities, hitt cannot 
frame our selves to the new Jesuitical Faction, that 
beareth so great a sway with you ; oxe every where 
amongst you accounted simple persons: men desti- 
tute of the spirit of government : without all policy 
and providence, ignorant pilots, how to cast about with 
our ships in sudden gusts or storms : not trained up 
in the managing, of gi*eat af&irs, and far unmeet (God 
wot) to take upon us the guiding of Souls.) All 
which disgraces, in the sense they are imputed unto 
us, we lake in good part, whether they proceed from 
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your selves, or fimn your Spmmish Stadists, that can 
iroik wonders, or from yon both: and we must ac- 
knowledge, that if their ooarses, either fbrmeriy taken, 
or still intended for the re-establishing of the CathaKc 
Faith in this Kiiqpdom, be good, ours do come ht 
short of that pitch : and well yon may think, as al> 
ready you have (in your wisdoms) censured our weak- 
ness, and judged of us. Howbeit, as yet by your 
good patience, we mnst be bold to rgoice in our sim- 
plicity, and to confess in direct tenns, and so tell you 
plainly, and wish yciti all to maik it well, that, pasie* 
riares cogUationet tolent e$$e $mpieniiare9» Expe- 
rience is said to be the mistress of fools : but she is 
no foolbh nustiess. The Jesuitical plots fin* the 
restoring of religion in this land, by treasons or inva- 
rions, are not sanctified or blessed by the hand of 
God. Some of us the antienter sort of priests, have 
ever misliked their courses herein: and many other 
we know are of the same judgment. The old approved 
paths of our forefothers, (when men have beaten their 
brains to the utmost) will always prove the best 
Novelties and fine devices of busy and unquiet heads, 
are but as .Ifay-flowerB that are gone in June ; they 
may carry a fair shew, but they will not continue. 
The antient manner of planting the Catholic Faith, 
hath been by Preaching, Prayers, private Instructions, 
Confessions, Absolutions, and by the exercising of 
other Priestly functions, given ad edificaiwnem nan 
ad de$truct%onem, to teach obedience, not rebellion : 
to fill mens hearts with joy and peace, by the inward 
working of the Holy Ghost ; and not to feed them 
with hopes of invasions and treacheries, with the moon- 
shine in the water, and follies, or with preposterous 
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cogitatioas, to thitik tbey may expect for figs from 
thistles, or that men may do evil, that good may 
come of it. As simple priests as you esteem us, yet 
this we tell you, that we are not ignorant of the Ma- 
<rAtar«//ui.^ Rules, which your Rabbies pittctise : nor 
of their wild-^eese races, wherein they have run them- 
selves out of all honest breath. But we know them, 
not to embrace them (we thank God) but to disclose 
them, or rather to acknowledge them for wicked (being 
disclosed too apparently already to onr hands :) that 
you in time might eschew them, (if you will be advised 
by us) and all the woild at the length may bear us 
witness, how much we detest them from our hearts, 
and abhor them. Whilst we had any hope, that tliese 
Political Fathers (as they joy to be termed) would 
at the last have reclaimed themselves, and grown more 
tractable and moderate in their designments against 
our Saveraign and ^aiive Country : we were silent 
in respect of the common Cause, and very well con- 
tent to undergo many inconveniences and miseries, 
which we might have avoided (as we are persuaded) 
if we had sooner opened ourselves, and professed our 
said detestation of such their, no way priestly, but 
very irreligious courses : whereby the State hath been 
most justly irritated and provoked against us. For 
when we consider on the one side, what we know 
•our selves, concerning the Laws made of later years, 
with the occasions o( them, and likewise as touching 
the proceedings of the State here, since the beginning 
of her Majesty's Reign, as weU against ns that are 
Priests, as also against other Catholics of the Laity : 
and do find on the other side, what practices, under 
the pretence of Religion, have been set on ibot, for 
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the utter siibvenimi both of the Queem and of her 
kiiigdcnn : and therewith farther call to mind, what 
sundry Jesidts and men (wholly lor the time or rilo- 
gether) addicted to Jesnitian, hare written and pnb- 
liiAied to the woild in sondiy IVeatiaes, not only 
against the said Laws and comae of Jastioe* hot in like 
sort against her chief Counsellors, and (whidi exceed- 
edi an die rest) i^ainst the Royal person of her Ma- 
jesty, her Honour, down, and most Princely Scqptie: 
it may in our opinions be radier wondered, thai ao 
many GatlMAcs of both aotts, are kft dite in dbe 
leahn to speak of the Catholie Futh, than that fkc 
•Stele hath proceeded with us from time to time, as it 
hath done. Itmay seem atnnge to some, that these 
things should proceed (lom us that are Priests : but 
dlfers of yon can bear us witness, that diey are no 
new conceits, bred in us, by reason of the op|ioaition 
we hare with the Jesuits : and besides, no snndl num- 
ber of Cathdics (as we are persuaded) have ku^ 
expected tins duty at oar hands: ^tut thereby our 
Allegiance and FideCty to our Qmeem and CounUy 
m^it be the better testified, the hard opinion of ns 
mitigaied, our actions and t profession of dnty better 
credited: the cause we stand for, more re^javied: and 
we our selves (for our pfadn dealing, and for the good 
of ^ Chnreh) might be the better reputed of, and 
esteemed, or at the least in some aott boiue widi and 
toienied, as men that do distinguish betireen vdigiott 



We wish widi all oar hearts, (and groan cnny day 
at die oonixaiy) that her Miyesty had eontiaHed m 
her obedienoe to die ^iee ^paifafiV, as Qneen Mmwy 
her Sister of fonoics memory, had left her a wmAy 
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example: but seeing that God for our sins would 
have it otherwise, we ought to have carried ourselves 
in another manner of course towards her^ our true and 
lawful Queen, and towards our country, than hath 
been taken and pursued by . many Catholics, but es- 
pecially by the Jesuits. And therefore (as well to 
discharge our own consciences, as to satisfy many of 
you of the moderate sort of Catholics, according to 
the old saying, better late than never) we have 
thought it our parts, (being her Highness natural 
boni Subjects) to acknowledge the truth of the carriage 
of matters against us, and the apparent causes of it : 
that the blame may indeed, from point to point, light 
and lie where it ought to do, and both sides bear no 
other than their own .burdiens, as the laws both of 
God and man do require. If hereby her Majesty may 
in any sort be appeased, and the State satisfied, our 
own former, courses bettered, and the realm secured, 
that the like shall never hereafter be attempted or fa-? 
voured. by any of us, but be revealed, if . we know 
them, and witbatood^ if they be enterprised, with all 
our goods and our. lives, even to our uttermost ability, be 
their pretences never so fair, for religion, or what else 
can be devised : we shall think ourselves happy, and 
will not regard what all the malice and spite of the 
Jesuits can work or effect against us. 

It cannot be denied, but that for the first ten, years of 
her Majesty's Keign, the state of Catholics in England 
was tolerable, and after a sort in some good quietness. 
Such as for their consciences were imprisoned in the be- 
gimungof lier comingto the crov^n, were very kindly and 
mercifully used, the state of things then considered. 

Sou^eof.them were appointed, to remain with such 

E 
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their friends^ as they^ thenuehss mode dioiee of. Odiefs 
were plaeedySomewith Bishops; sone with IXsans; and 
and had their diet at their tables, witJisnch amveoient 
lodgings and. walks for their recreation,, as did well 
content them. They that were in the oidiaaiy prisons, 
had sueh liberty and: other commodiliesy as the plaees 
would affoxdi not inconvenient for men that were in 
their cases. But that our bvethreii of the more fiefy 
aiid Jesuitical humour may not snuff hereat : we have 
though it meet to cool their he^t, with semeof Maieter 
FanoM, and his. fellow Maister Cretwel^M mors gentle 
delays,, (than are usual with them :) who in one of their 
books do: confess as much in effect> as here we have 
set down^ if not more: thus these groat Emperor-like 
Jesuits dO' speak to- her Majesty. In the hegimnin^ of 
thy Kingdom thavk didU deal something more gentlg 
wOh Catholics: none-were then urged by thee, or pres^ 
sed either to thy sect,, or. to the denial of their faith. 
All things^ (indeed), did^seem to proceed in afar mild- 
er cowtse : no great complaints were heard of: there 
were seen no extraordinary contentions or repugnant 
oies : some there were thai to please and graiify yon, 
went to your Churches. But when afterwards thou 
didst begin to wrong them, ifc* And when was that 
our great Monseigneurs ^ Surely whensoever it was : 
(to answer for you) we oussdves (oertain Catholics of 
all sorts) were the true oauses of it. For whilst her 
Mi\ie8ty and the Stateiiesit with the Catholics^ as you 
haveheanU (which was.fiiU eleven years, no one Ca- 
tholic being called in question' of his life, for his con- 
sdenoe, allthattimeOiConsidBr withus, bow yneof 
our pEofession proejoeded with them. Her Highness 
hadscaneljF felt the cnnntweon upoa her head, bat 
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it was diallenged fi^m ker by «oine cf her neighbDuts^ 
as Maister 5aimdl0rt notetk The FreKok were sent 
itiU> Seatiand to do somewhftty 3roa may be sure 
wbich OGne&mcA ber Majesty (the cixtiumstaiiGes co!»- 
sidered) to lookunlo. Aikrwards certain matbeKs were 
. imdertaken by her Mi^ty in Fratmce : and the affidas 
in Scotland did so pvoceed, as that liie Qmemi ihspe 
was compelled 1^7^ to fly into JB^^an^ where for a 
great time, she was very honourably entertasned, iier 
^berty only escepted. But with these matters^ vvhdt 
had we -to do. that weve either Priests or primte mien P 
If either Fr«tMu» ot Scotland, bad cauase to repine or 
•oomplfan, some of those naftions nnght have ixm/e, 
written, and spoken as it had pleased them* It littie 
became either Maister Saundars (otherwise an excel- 
-l^ii; man) or Maister Parsons, or any other <^oitf own 
nation, to have intermeddled with those matt^is, or to 
write as they have very offensively done in divers of 
their books and treatises ; to what piopose we know 
not ; except it were to show their malice, to diitenour 
thor own Country as much as lay in them, and to 
move a greater dislike in the State of all that be Catho- 
lics, than before they had. Kings ever have had, and 
will have their plots and practices for their own safeties : 
it being as inconvenient in their policy, ibr one prince 
by his might toover^'top another, as it is amongst the 
principal members of onr natural bodies, for one mem- 
. ber to swdl or grow too great above his due proportioti. 
Happy had we Catholks he&i at this day, if these 
men, being Priests, had oever troubled themselves with 
State-matters, which they have managed, as PhaseUm 
did his father's chariot : very greatly to our prejudice. 
Let them pretend never so :great skill in their disposing 
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.of kingdoms ori^M^ ad Deumr tfaey bave certainly 
dealt with oms ardine ad Gehennam, 

But this is not all v^ch the State may jiistljr chal- 
lenge us lior. In the time of our said Peace, and upon 
the coming into En^iamd^of the Qaeea of Scotg, whilst 
her Majesty oi England and the State were busied, as 
paidy yon have heard before : it pitieth our hearts to 
see, and read, what hath been printed and published 
out of //«/y in the life of Pius Qtrm^tw concerning 
his Holiness' endeayours, stiired up by false suggestions 
to join with the King of Spaine for the utter ruin and 
overthrow both of our Prince and Country. Would to 
God such things had never been euterprised : and most 
of all, that they had never been printed. We that 
have some sldll with our pens, presume too much a 
great deal, upon our own wits. What good the mention- 
ing of these points can bring to the Church, we see not: 
but sure we axe, it hath done much hurt, and given 
our common enemies very great advantage against ns. 
For now it is usually objected unto us, by every one 
of any reach, when we complain of some hard dealings 
towards us: yea, say they (veiy well good Maisters) 
were you not in quiet ? Who then gave the cause that 
you were troubled ? When her Majesty used yon kind- 
ly, how treacherously was she dealt with by you ? Did 
not Pius. Qtiintus practise her Majesty's subversion : 
she (good Lady) never dreaming of any such mischiely^ 
Was not one Robert Ridolphi a gentleman oiFloren^ 
sent hither by the Pope (under colour of merchandi^) 
to solicit a rebellion P Did not Pius Quintus m9ve the 
King of Spaine to join in this exploit, for the better 
secunng of his own Dominions in the Low Countries? 

leed against her Majesty 
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that canieth so &ir a pr^u^e of zeal and pastoral duty, 
devised purposely to further the intended rebellion, 
for the depriving of her Majesty from her Kingdom P 
Had not the Pope and Eang of Spaine assigned the 
Duke oiXorfolke to be the head of this Rebellion ? 
Did not the Pope give order to Rtdolphi, to take 
150,000 crowns to set forward this attempt ? Was not 
some of that money sent for Scotland: and some deli- 
vered to the said Duke ? Did not King Philip at the 
Popes instance, determine to send the Duke of Alva 
into England with all his Forces in the Low Coun- 
tries, to assist the Duke of ^orfolkeP are all these 
things true, and were they not then in hand, whilst 
her Majesty dealt so mercifully with you ? How can 
you excuse these designments : so unchristian, so un- 
priestly, so treacherous, and therefore so un-prince-like ? 
When we first heard these particulars, we did not believe 
them, but would have laid our lives they had been 
false : but when we saw the book> and found them there, 
God is our witness, we were much amazed ; and can 
say no more, but that his Holiness was misinformed, 
and indirectly drawn to these courses. 

But to proceed; it being unknown to the State 
what secret matters were in hand against them, both at 
^ome and beyond the seas ; the Catholics here conti- 
Wed in sort as before you have heard, till the said Re- 
bellion brake forth in the North, 1569, a little before 
Christmas : and that it was known that the Pope had 
excommunicated the Queen, and thereby freed her sub- 
jects (as the Bull importeth) from their subjection. 
And then there followed a great restraint of the said 
Prisoners: butnone of themwere put. to death upon 
that occasion ; the sword being then only drawn again?^ 
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gQch Catholics aft badiisott up actually into opcti 
rebellkm. Wherein we camiot see what her Majesty 
didi that any prince in Christendom in such a case 
would not have done. And as touching the said Bttll^ 
many both Priests and Lay Catholics have greatly wish- 
ed that it haxl never heen decreed^ denounced^ publish- 
ed^ or heard of. For we are persuaded^ that the Pope 
was dmwn thereunto^ by false suggestions of certain 
undiscreet turbulent penons; who pretending to him 
one things had another drift in their heads ibr their 
own advancement. And therefore we have ever ac- 
counted of it as a sentence procm*ed by surreptioh ; 
knowing it be no unusual thing with the Pop^, through 
indirect means and factious heads, to be often deceived 
in matters of fact; as we now find it, in the setting up 
of our new Arch-Priest* 

Now upon all these occasions, her Majesty being 
moved with great displeasure, called a Parliament in 
the thirteendi year of her Reign, 1671: wherein a 
Law was made containing many branches, against 
the bringing into this Land, after that time, of any 
Bulls fSrom Rome, any Agnus Dei, Crosses or Pardons : 
and against all manner of persons^ that should procure 
them to be so brought hither, with many other par*- 
ticularities thereunto appertaining. Which Law, 
although we hold it to be too rigorous, and that the 
pretended remedy exceeded the measure of the offence, 
either tmdutifully given, or in justice to have been 
taken : yet we eannot but confess as reasonable men, 
that the State had great cause to make some Laws 
against us, except they shoidd have shewed themselves 
careless for the continuance of it. But be the Law, 
as any would haveit never so extrane : yet surely it 
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mnat be gruiteil, that tli« oucasfoni of it were most 
outrageoiu : cmd likewise, thu tbs execution of it 
was not so tragical, as many lince have written and 
reported of it. For whatsoever was done against us, 
either upon the pretence of that law, or of any other, 
would never we think have been attempted, had not 
divers other preposterous occasions (besides the causes 
of that law) daily fallen out amongst ua: which pro- 
cured matters to he ur^ more severely agauist us. 

In the year 1572, out com«th Maist^ Saunders' 
Book, de vUibili MotMTChia; whernn he taken upon 
him toset down, how the Pope had sent one Maister 
Morton and Maister Wibbe two Priests, before t)te 
said Rebellion, to the Lords and Gentlemen in the 
North: to excite them with their Followers to take 
up anna. And the rather to persuade them there- 
unto, they signified unto them by the Pop*'* com- 
mandment, that her Majesty was excommunicated, 
her Subjects were released from tbeir obedience, 
aud much more to that purpose. Likewise the said 
Maister SamuUrt doth justify the said commotion, 
and ascribeih the evil success it had, to the over-late 
publishing of the said Bull (it being not generally 
known of till the year aAer, when Maister Felton had 
setit upon the Bishop of XoHion's OaU :)aSnning 
tliatifithad been pablished the year bd'iiie, or nlieii 
they were in Anns, the Catholic* would undoubtedly 
90 have assisted them (ihe said RebeJi,) u?, that thev 
must (no question of it) have prevailed .igainst the 
Quten, and hod certainly executed the suid sentence 
at that time, lor her depoeition from llic crown. Be- 
sides whereas the Statt in the sold Parliiunent, hod 
oonGimed the attainder of Uie chief persom 
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that were as heads in the said Rebellion : and had 
been in the field against her Highness, Maister Saun* 
ders (building castles in the air amongst his Books) 
doth too much magnify the said Rebels, to the great 
discredit of the Church of Rome, and his Holiness* 
actions in such matters, they being men arraigned, 
condemned, and executed by the antient laws -of our 
Couutiy for high Treason. This intolerable and very 
uncatholic course thus held by divers, to the great 
offence of many good Catholics of the graver and dis- 
creeter sort, and to the great hinderance of our common 
Cause, hath been since followed by M. Parsons, 
and some of his sort, with no good discretion or fore- 
sight (God he knoweth) brag these great states-men 
of their impregnable wisdom and policy never so 
proudly. 

Fmthennore, about the coming out of the said book 
of M. Saunders, the whole plot before mentioned, of 
the Pope and the King of Spaine with the Duke of 
Korfolke for the disinheriting of her Majesty, and 
other intended mischiefs, fell out to be fuUy disclosed. 
Afterwards within some four or ^ve yeBis, it was also 
commonly known to the Realm, what attempts w^re 
in hand by Maister Stukeley (assisted with Maister 
Saunders and other Catholics both English, Irish, 
and Italian) for an enterprise by force in Ireland, 
under pretence to advance the Catholic Religion: 
which for that time (through some defects) succeeding 
not, the Pope himself in the year 1579, (abused still 
by false pretences) did set forward that course, and 
sending thither ceitain Forces, M. Saunders (too 
much. Jesuited) did thrust himself in person into that 
-'•tion, as a chief ring-leader, and to persuade the Ca- 
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tholics, when he should come into Ireland, to join 
with- the Popes said Forces, for the hetter assisting 
of certain rebels, then in anns against their Sovereign. 
Now whilst these practices were in hand in Ireland, 
Gregory the Thirteenth renewed the said Bull of Pins 
Quintus : and denounceth her Majesty to be excom- 
municated, with intimation of all other particulars in 
the former Bull mentioned, which was procured (we 
doubt not) by surreption : the false Jesuits (oiu* Coun- 
ti*y-men) daring to attempt any thing, by untnie 
suggestions, and any lewd surmises, that may serve 
their turns. This stratagem accomplished, and ground 
laid, whereupon they imagined to work great matters, 
these good Fathers (as the Devil would have it) come 
into England, and intruded themselves into our har- 
vest, being the men in our consciences (we mean both 
them and others of that Society, with some of their 
adherents) who have been the chief instniments of all 
the mischiefs that have been intended against her 
Majesty, since the beginning of her reign, and of the 
miseries, which we, or any other Catholics, have upon 
these occasions sustained. Their fir«t repair hither 
was Anno 1580, when the realm of Ireland was in 
great combustion, and then they entered, (viz, Maister 
Campion the Subject, and Maister Parsons the Pro- 
vincial) like a tempest, with sundry such great brags 
and challenges, as divers of the gravest clergy then 
living in England (Doctor Watson Bishop of Lincoln 
and others) did greatly dislike them, and plainly fore- 
told, that as (things then stood) their proceeding after 
that fashion, would certainly urge the State to make 
some sharper laws, which should not only touch thei9, 
but likewise all others, both Priests and Catholics. 
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to be more safely kept and* looked auto. In January 
following ld81> (according to the general computation,) 
a Proclamation was made for the calling home of her 
Majesty's Subjects beyond the Seas j (such especially 
as were trained up in the Seminaries) pretending that 
they learned little there, but disloyalty ; and that none 
after that time, should harbour or relieve them, with 
sundry other points of very hard intendment towards 
us. The same month also a Parliament ensued, where- 
in a Law was made agreeable in efiect to tiie said Pro- 
clamation, but with a more severe punishment annexed. 
Forit was a penalty of death, for any Jesuit or Semi- 
nary Priest, to repair into j^n^/ancf, and for any to re- 
ceive and entertain them,- which fell out according to 
Bishop Watson's fonner speeches or prediction ; what 
mischief the Jesuits would bring upon us. We could 
here as well as some others have done, shew our dislike 
with some bitterness of the said law and penalty. But 
to what purpose should we do so ? It had been a good 
point of wisdom in two or three persons, that have taken 
that course, to have been silent; and rather have fought 
by gentieness and sweet carriage of themselves to have 
prevented the more sharp execution of that Law, than 
by exclaiming against it when it wns too late, to have 
provoked the State to a greater severity agaiiist us. 
And to confess something to our own ' disadvantage, 
and to excuse the said Parliament : if all the Seminai'v 
Priests then in England, or which should after that time 
have come hither, had been of M. Mortons and M. 
Saunders* mind before mentioned (when the first excom- 
mmricationcame out) or of M. Saunders his second reso- 
lution, (being then in arms against her Majesty in 
Ireland :) or of M. Parsons \x9itorovA disposition, both 
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